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5. Prafier | 


TO THE 


FE Eeting accidentally the ether 
Day with a Paſſage in Hey- 
lins Geograpay which he ſets down 
in theſe words. p. 225. I wil 
preſent you with a fatal Obſerya. 


tion of the Letter Z#. asT find it 
thus verſed in Albions England. 


« Not ſuperſtitionſly 1 ſpeak, but H 
* this Letter ſtill, 
** Hath been obſerved ominous to Eng- 


*lands good or i/l, 8c. 


A ſudden Conceit tarted intg my 
Thoughts ( from the Remembrance 
of former Reading ) that ſuch K Ings 
of England, as were the Second of 


any 


|, Six Kings. 
| | 1 have faithfully adherd to the Hi- 
| Noory, ayd yet T have not tranſcrib- | | 
x ed their Method, Style, or Lan- | + 
þ” guage. WF _— 
| The Writing of this was an En- } © 
 tertainment for a few of tvy idle \ "| 
Hours, and perhaps the Reader may 
= bepleaſed to divert himſclf for a few 
$*) Minutes, in the Peraſat,.. . 
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LIFE and: REI GN 
OE © 

WILLIAM the Second, 
- | Nick-Named*:R@ Fog 


HE Firſt 7//liam gain'd En- 
gland by Conqueſt, and be- 
MM 9#ath2 it to the Second by 
Vi By his I»vaſion 'he uſurped 
. the Right of his Coz Edgar ; and by 
his Legacy he infringed that of his 
Heir. He put out Harold the unlaw- 
ful Poſſeſſor of the Kingdom ; and put 
by Robert his lawful Succeſſor. 
= 9 
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William the Second of that Name, 
of fewer yeds than his Brother, bur 
of greater Intbreft inthe Inclivations 
of his Father, with haſty Steps aſ- 
cended the Throne, entring the Roy- 
al Palace- at the Wrong Door. E 
indeard himſelf to: the one by. the 
reſemblance bf Himeurs, and' the 
roughneſ6'of his Temper ; and over- 
reach'd the other*by the Credulity 
and Eafineſs of his Diſpoſition : Gi- 
vitig-no+fordA&ferttice'to the: Obli- 
gation -of Promitſes,. ehgn''ro the 

ight of Primogeniture. His Vow 


to God, his Word to his % 
and his thgapeinents to his 'Subſ8s, 
all plighced' with a life ſinfferi- 
-and with the Tai y 


by, and "with the lame "Inte 
obſety'd, and tnaintaind. - He Was 
ge ye*and Thirdy, 'arid thatpaſsd 
Tor: Valour ; He was ctafty «nid po- 
tick, and that Was T&pofted for 
ſdom : He was "accounted Reji- 
gious, * When he purſued ' his 'own 
Te mpo- 


of \William the Secand. 5 
Temporal:Advantages, and was re- _ 
puted-prophane,when he invadedthe 
priviledges of the Church : He was 
immeaſurably covetous, only in Or- 
der to the being unreaſonably pro- 
fuſe; and under the pretence of 
Religion he committed the greateſt 
Ads of Enormity and Impiety, 
His incontinency was not taken no- 
tice of, becauſe he could not tranſ- 
greſs: the Vow of Matrimony ; and 
tho' in ſpeculations and Diſputes he 
ſeem'd concerrd for Religion, yet 
by his Actions he appear'd to be. a 

actical Atheiſt. The courſe of 

is. Life was turbulent and uneaſie ; 
and the manner of his Death yio- 
tent, and untimely. 

He was no ſooner mounted on 
the Throne, but troubles aroſe to 
diſcompole his quiet. Robert his 
Eldeſt Brother highly reſenting this 
great Injury, to be juſtled out of his 
Seat by the partiality of his Father, 
B 2 and 


4 The I.ife and Reign 


and the Incroachment of his Bro- 
ther; began to:think of ſome time- 
ly Expedients'for the Recovery of 
his Right, and being aſliſted in his 
pretenſions by ſeveral of the Nobi- 
lity in Ergland; as Odo Biſhop of 
Bayeux and Earl of Kent , Roger 
Montgomery Fart of Shrewsbury , 
Hugh de-Grandemenil, Robert Mou: 
bray Earl of Northumberland, Willi- 
am Biſhop of Darham, and divers 
others of the Clergy, and Nobility 
(who raiſed great forces, and pol: 
4efſed themſelves of many conlide- 

: rable places-) the King was con- 
{train'd to compound for his Peace, 
by-an aflurance of three Thouſand 
Marks per Annum to his Brother 
during Lite, and the Reverſion of 
the Crown of England after his-de- 
ceaſe ; and by a Solemn promiſe to 
reſtore to the people their Ancient 
Laws, and to indulge them the Li- 
berty of hunting in his "_ | 
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of William the Second, 5 


By theſe condeſcenſions he diflipa- 
ted the preſent Storm that impen- 


ded over his Head, and gain'd fome- 


ſhort Reſpite from his growing 
Troubles, 


This Tempeſt was hardly allay'&; 


in the South, but freſh Clouds þe- 
gan to gather in the Nor:ch. # Mat 


col King of the Scots thinking it a 


fir Opportuwity to picvey for him- 


ſelf, and inlarge his Borcers, when 
his Neighbour was imbroyPd 


with inteſtine Commeotions ; makes 
a ſudden and furious incurſion. into 
Northumberland, over-runs the Coun: 
try, burns and «eſtroys all before 
him, and retur:is home loadea with 
the ſpoils of th: [nhabicants, without 
the leaſt hinderance, or oppoſition, 
And tho it was not long,beiore King 
William was ſufficiently revenged 
on his Invader, whom he reduced 
to the neceflity of paying the An- 
cient Homage Gdue to the Crown , 

B 3 and 
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6 The. Life and Reign 
and to- give aflurance of his fu- 
ture fidelity by New ſtipulations 3 
yer ſuch an enterpriſe could not be 
accompliſhed, without a vaſt ex- 
pence of Treafure, and a preat loſs 
of Men. | Hh 
The King (who was very prodi- 
al of his promiſes , but flow and 
penurious in the-perftormance). ne- 
pleted the payment of the Com- 
polition made with his Brother 
Robert ; whereupon he makes his 
Application to the King of 
France ; who preſently furniſh'd 
him with conſiderable ſupplies , 
by which Afſtiſtance he affaulted. 
and took ſeveral Towns in Nor- 
mandy ; and by his ſucceſs obli- 
ved King William again to raiſe 


a powerful Army, and to tran* | 
ſport them into that Country 
where tho by his crafty Addreſs 
he avoided the Effuſion of -Blood, 
and the conſumption of (his For- 

Ces 
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of Wilham. the Second. 7 


ces, yet he waſted his Treaſure, 
and- purchaſed a. Truce. with the 


King of France, by the miediati; 


on- of Many. 

And now all things were calm 
and quiet, but. not long ſo; the 
Skie began, to be overcaſt. with 
gloomy exhalations, and troubles 
aroſe upon. an occaſion as unuſu- 
al, as unneceſſary. Melcolin King 
of the Scots was a generous and 
magnanimous Prince, and being 
at Peace. and full Amity with 
his Neighbours, he undertook 
the Toyl of. a Journy as lar as 
Gloucefter, to pay a Royal Viſit 
to his Ally, and Friend the King 
of England: Who either out of a 
Humour, Pique or Pride, would 
not vouchſate io much as to ſee 
him ; which Bazbarons return to 
the Civility of the affronted King 
did fo exaſperate him, that he 
polted back to his own Country, 

f B 4 macle 


8. The Life and Reign By 

made ready a powerful Army 
with all Expedition, and again 
infeſted Northumberiand , Raya 


_ ging thro the Courttry without ' 


Comprtrot, and enriching his Fol. 
lowers by the Ruin and defola- 
tion of harmleſs and unconcern. 
ed people. And tho inthe pros 
ſecution of this defign | 
Life, and the-Lifs of Edward his 


Eldeſt Son, and his whole Army 
intirely Rout2d and Defeated 


( being drawn* into an Ambuſ: 
cade by Robert Moubray the Kings 
Lieutenant') yet King YVi/liam 


Reſpe& to his equal in Degree 
and Title 

The King, who: was never 
happy in any long intermiſſion 
of thole diftemperd Fits that 
ſhook kim, fell now into a ſharp 


and 


he loſt his- 


FT 


fiffer'd a great diminution of his z 
Honour-and 'Fame, by fo unhoſ- 
pitable' a Refuſal! of a common 
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of Wiltam the. Second. 9 


and dangerous Paroxylme. The 
PVelchmen taking Notice of the 
Kings inceflant Troubles and 


Diſtra&ions ; to gratifie both : 
their Revenge and Avarice, en- 


terd the Engliſh Borders , and 


making uſe of ſuch Advantages as 


naturally.attend a furprize, they 
became Maſters of many 'Towns 
anditrong Holds, committing all 
manner of Outrage and Hottili- 
ty, exerciſing that Malice, which 
they bore to the King, upon the 
Lives and Eſtates of his innocent 
Subje&ts. The King with great 
induſtry and care, got together 
a handſom Army, with which he 
marched in Perſon toward them, 
promiſing to himſelf an eafie and 
a cheap Victory : But. he. was 
diſappointed of. his purpoſe, and 
forced to' retreat. with all ſpeed 
to: London to compote an Army 
of. greater ſtrength, and Num- 
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10 The Life and Reign - 


l ber. In the mean time to in- 
creaſe his wr greed » Robert 
Y Mowbray Earl of Northumberland, 
F (who had done him fuch ſignal \ 
Service in repelling the Scots,and | 
—_— King) finding 
himſelf difregarded, and no com- 
petent Honour, or Reward de- 
ſigned for his ſingular Merits, be- 
gan to be Male-content ; and 
joyn'd in an open Conc a- 
gainſt his Lord and Maſter. 


- —— a 


— 


But 
the King reinforced with an Ar- 
my far ſtronger than ever he had 
imbodied before; took, and im- 
prifon'd the-Earl, and enter'd the 
VVetch Territories, where not be- 
ing able to provoke them to the 
Deciſion of a Battle, he perſued 
" them with Stratagems , -Ereted 
many Caſtles and Forts, that lo 
by degrees be might become 
Malter of the Country : Bur 
they retreating to the —_ | 
or® | 


— Do ——_ 
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of William the Second, rn 
Fortifications of Wands, Moun- 
tains, and inaccefiible paſlages , 
did ſo baffle him in his Attempts, 
and ſo haraſs and tire out his 
Souldiers, that he thought it moſt 
adviſable to withdraw from the 
Enterpriſe, and to commit the 
further proſecution of it to his 
Lieutenants, who in time utterly 
ſubdued thoſe Naked and Wild 
people, but not without horrible 
Inftances of Cruelty, and Bar- 
barity. 
Thus we have en a Man ad- 


 vanced to a Throne , inveſted 


with Regal Authority, ſurroun- 
ded with all the external Glories, 
and Felicities of a Diadem ; yet 
denied the inward fatisfa&ion 
and Tranquillity of a quiet and 
peaceable mjoyment of his Ac 
quiſitions, Hitherto we have ob- 
ſerved, how: Invaſions from as 
broad, and diftratians at home 

| render'd: 


12 The Life and Reign 
renderd his Life uneaſfie : Let us 
4 now take an Account of his im- 
b- moral, and 'irregular Actions , 
K. which made his Perſon unaccep- 
table, *and his Reign unfortunate 
to his Subjects, | 

He- aſſumed to himſelf an im- 

- moderate and Licentious Power 
to ſupply. his neceſitties by the 
detriment and fp5ilt of others. 

And becauſe: in” his Time the 

Clergy was'sf all Ranks of Men 

the moſt opulent, he found'them 

the moft proper ObjeRs of- h's 

Rapine, and Oppreflion. When 

any Biſhoprick , or Abby be- 

came vacam, he preſently ſeized 

the Revenues into his own 
Hand. He kept the See of Car: 

zterbaryfour years to his own uſe, 

and would have- done it loner , 

but that a deſperate Sickneſs pur 
-him into a '-Fit' of '* Devotion: ; 
'for being at-the brink of Death, 
| and 
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of *William the Second. 13 
| - and ready to expire, he reſolved 
to commute for his Intruſion, by 
the donation of thoſe Livings , 
| which '( as he thought) he could 
| no longer detein , and haſtily 


conferred the Arch-Biſhoprick 
of Canterbury apon Anſelm , and 
and: the Biſhoprick of Lince'z 
upon Robert Bloet : Put no foo" 
| NnNer was Health reſtor'd, bat his 
| 


old Inclinations return'd , and 
no other Tokens-ot Repentance 
| appear'd, but a Remorſe and 
|| Sorrow forparting with two ſuch 
| rich Morſels; for .h2 never deti- 
| ted from importuning and tor- 
| menting the two poor Bijaops, 
| till he ſqueefed good Sums of 
Mony from Anjſelm,and five thou 
ſand pounds'trom B/oer. 
tte ker i: his Hangs at one 
time threes: ;-:nopricks (Carterbu- 
ty, VVmcapeficr, and Saltsbury ) 
and ' twelye . Abbies 5 all which 
| C he 


14 The Life and Reign 
he ſet out to Farm, and gather'd 
the Profs of chem into his own 

—_ bliged 
ing obliged to pay a great 
SUM o Mony to = King of 
France, he found this Invention 
to procure it ; He pretended a 
reſolution to make War, and a 
ſ{udden irruption into Normandy, 
in order to which he levied 
ewenty thouſand Men (by Preſs 
and other coercive means) who 
being drawn to the Sea fide,and 
ready to imbarque , he order'd 
it to be fignifyd and made 
known, that becauſe he could 
more commodioully levy men in 
NMrmandy (without the Toyl and 
Charge of tranſporting) wholſo- 
- ever” would pay Ten Shillings to- 
ward the railing of ſuch Forces , 
ſhould be exculed from going on 
that Expedition, which proffer 
was ſo grateful and plauſible to 
the 
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of William the Second. 15 


the Army, that there was hardly 
any man that did not greedily 
comply with the propoſal. He ad- 
ded extortion to Uſury , took 
up Mony by indire& Courſes , 
and imploy'd it to unjuſt purpo- 
ſes; he would not ſupply his 
Brother with Mony (tho upon a 
pious undertaking to the Holy 
Land) without a Mortgage ot 
his Dutchy of Normandy ; and he 
could not raiſe it but by exacti- 
ons, and compullory Loans , fo 
that to advance the Sum, the 
Biſhops melted theirPlace and the 
Temporal Lords deitroyed their 
Tenants. 

Spiritual Preferments were not 
given, but fold by Auction, and 
he received from Thurſtan Five 
Hundred Pounds for the Abby of 
Glatenbury ; and fell out with 
Anſelm, becauſe he would not 


give a Thouſand Marks for being 
made 


16 The Life and Reign 
made Arch - Biſhop of Canterba: 


ry. 


He arrogated to himſelf the 
Glory of Building Weſtminſter- 
Hall ; but His Subjects were at 
rhe Expe nce, who believed, that 
he rear'd that Fabrick only for a 
pretence to lay a heavy Tax up- 
on the People, and was a great 
gainer by the Project. 

If the Preilts gerald by 
carnal deviations from the ſtrict 
Rule of their Profetiion, the Pen- 

nance was in the Purſe; and a 
compoſition with the King was as 


effectual, as a Sacerdotal Abfo- . 


Incion.And becauls hereceived ve- 
ry great Profit þy particular Tne 

dulgences given © the Jews, he 
incouraged th2 Relaps of ſuch as 
were converted to Chiiſtianity, 
accounting it no mazter to be Fol 
lowers of Cirift,” fothey were but 
Bencfactors to hin. 


among 


th ——_—_}}} Att. th. _Y 


ws. A 


of William the' Second. 17 


Among other Faults laid to 
hisCharge, it is worth obſerving, 
that he 1s-noted for 1mpoſing ex» 
ceſſrve Fines upow diverſe 'ot the 
Nobility; for {mall offences. - _ . 
 -Havitig by his. Avarice and 
Severities wearied - his Subjects, 
and diſpoſed them to ſeek for 
Safety and Liberty in - other 
Countries; - He unexpecedly if 
ſued a Proclamation that no man 
ſhould depart the Realm without 
his Licenſe, for the purchaſe of 


which he did'nort care to loſe a 


Subjet. While Promoters, Ins 
formers, and fuch ſort of 'State- 
Caterpillars were his principal 
Favorites, and Partakers of his 
Gracc and Bounty. 

He had a mind to be reputed 
an exatt Obſerver of his Word and 
Promiſe. And perhaps he was 
ſo in matters of {mall Importance: 
Bur when Profit and Advantage 

Camsy 
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came to ba weighed, Self-intereſt 
ſoon turned the Scale. Hemade 
a ſolemn Agreement with his Bro- 


therRobert,to bequeath theCrown | 
of England to him; but it does 
"not appear, that he remembred 
. the Ingagement,. or ever had. an 


intention to bejuſtito his Word, 
When he was prefled. by an n- 
teſtine War, and:by the Loyalty 
and:Valour of the E»p/iſh reſcued 
from the Rebellion of his. Nor- 
man Followers, he promiſed a 
reſtitution of thew Ancienc 
Laws., and an indulgence to 
fome- Priviledges which, were 
much valued by the people of 
thoſe times; but with the. ne- 


ceflity tlie obligation ceaſed, 2nd 


he became a Bankrupt of, his 
Word and Promiſe. As little did 
he regard his Promiſes to God 
his Cteator, for being dange- 
rouſly fick at Glouceſter, and de- 
ſparing 
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of William the Second, 19 


ſpairing of Recovery, he made a 
Solemn Vow, that it he were 
reſtored to his Health, he would 
tead a New Life, and give over 
all his diſorderly Courſes, but 
the reſtoration of his ſtrength 
was accompanied with the re- 
turn of his former vicious incl- 
nations; and he.became ten times 
more the child of wrath, than 
he was before. 

He is reported to be very laſci- 
vious-and incontinent , bur in re- 
gard he did not defraud his own 
Wife, (having neyer been mar- 
ried) and was not obſerved to 
debanch the Wives of other Men, 
he only pafſeth for a ſimple For- 
nicator , and even 1n that not at 
all curious, not entertaining a 
ſele& Concubine, but promiſcu- | 
ouſly trucking with any Woman t 
that came in his way. 4 


| To ſhew how conſcientious 
he 
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he was in matters of Religion» 


take the words of Sir Richard 


Baker in his Chronicle of Emg- 
land, p.35. He appointed a Diſpu- 
tation to be held between Chriſtians 
and Fews, and + bub the day came, 
the Fews brought the King a pre- 


ſent, to the end they might bave an 


indifferent bearing ; the, King. took 
the preſent, encouraging them to quit 
themſelves like Men » And ſwore by 
St. Lukes face (his uſual Oath) that 
if they prevailed, by Diſputation, be 
would himſelf turn Few , and be of 
their Religion, A young few on a 
time was converted to the Chriſtian 
Faith, whoſe Father being much 
troubled at it , preſented the King 


fixty Mark, intreating him to make 


bis Son to return to his Tudaiſm ; 
whereupon the King ſent for his Son, 
commanding him without more ads 
fo return to the Religion of his Na- 
tron: But tve youns Man anſwe- 


red 
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| red, he wonared his Majeſty would 
; uſe ſuch Words ; for beings a Chr+- 
| ſtian he fhould rather perſwade him 
to Chriſtianity : With which An« 
ſwer the Ring was ſo confounded , 
that he commanded the young Man 
fo get him out of his ht: But 
his Father finding the King could do 
n0 good upon his Son, required his 
Mony again. Nay ( ſaith the 
King ) I have taken pains enough 
for it; and yet that thou mayſt 
ſee how kindly I will deal, you ſhall 
have one half, and the other half 
yon cannot in Conſcience deny me. 
In one A& he ſhew'd himſelf * © 
| . a Tyrant, and an Atheilt, for 


fifty Gentlemen being accuſed 

for Hunting and killing the 

| Kings Deer, he-cauſed them to 
be condemned to the Trial by 
Fire, which they eſcaping un- 
touch'd by the miraculous Provi- 
dence of God , and he thereby 
dleteated 
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defeated of his.greedy expectati- 
on by.the Conlemion of their 
j Eſtates , fell into an ontragious 
[i Paſſion, and cry*d out, How + 

pens this) is God a juſt Fudg in t 
fering it ? Now \a Murram take 
him that believes it. 

But vengeance from Heaven 


believe it ; for the King (though 
I warned .by :Dreams and other 
> | uncommon Preſages, of ſome ap- 
I 'proaching Dilaſter )|\appointed; a 
- ©" Hunting in'the-new' Foreſt u 
the ſecond of Awga/t. When the 
day came, he began. to be per- 
= | plexed wich the remembrance of 

* | thoſe ominous Bodir ſtay'd 


wan ; 


within till Noon: But having at 
Dinner driven away all care and 
fear, by drinking himſelf into 
hardineſs and ſecurity, he moun. 
led his Horſe , and eagerly fol. 
owed the Chaſe ; ſharily = 

ir 


ſoon overtook him that did not | 
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that very ſport in which he too 
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Sir Walter Tyrvel,a Knight of Nor- 
wandy '{co whom the - King at 
their going out had given two 
Arrows very ſtrong and ſharp, 
telling him, That he knew how 
to ſhoot to purpoſe) having a 
very fat Buck in view, and ata 
convenient diſtance to be ſtruck, 
let fly an Arrow, which glancing 
or a Tree, or-elſe grazing on the 
Back of the Deer, reach'd the 
King, hit him in the Breaſt, and 
he immediately dropt down 
dead. 

Thus fell Nimrod the mighty 
Norman Hywnter, deſtroyd b 


ſuch exceflive detight., violently 
brought to death on that occa- 
ſion ; by which he had delibe- 
rately deſign'd the deſtruction of 
many others ; and in that very 
place where his Father had de- 


populated ſo many Town, and 
ruined 
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ruined fo many. Religious Hou: 
ſes, for the' accommodation of 
| wild Beaſts, and to gratifie his 
own inordinate pleaſures. 
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THE 


LIFE and REIGN 
OF 


HENRY the Second. 


H O' the Acceflion of Hens 
ry the Son of Geoffrey Plan- 
tagenet Duke of Anjou, to the 
Grown of England, be not bran- 
ded with the #n/avory Terms of 
Intruſion, or Uſurpation 3 yet who- 
foever will impartially revolve 
the Chronicles of thoſe Times , 
may modeſtly conclude, that he 
jumpt into the Throne over the back 
is Mother. Maud (common- 
ly ftyled the Empreſs ) was the 
only Daughter and Heir of Henry 
the firſt, and tho ſhe was an Em- 
D preſs 
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preſs, and afterward a Dutchels, 
yet ſhe could never arrive at the 
Station of a Queen. Stephen u- 
ſurp'd the Crown, and kepr it 
from her ; and Henry her Son 
confirmd the Dijleifin, by com- 
pounding for his own Succeſlton, 
without any regard to his Mo- 


thers Title. Whether the was 
lockt up in an unknown Priſon , 
or eſtranged by Baniſhment-, -ee- 


ſecretly made away , it were a 


great Preſumption in me to af 


ert,: ſince the Writers and Hilſto- 
rians of thoſe days make no poſi- 


tive Determination in;the matter; 
But that ſhe was civilly dead, that 


no Notice was taken of her Right 
and Legal Claim to the Govern- 
ment, after ſhe had ſo unſucceſs- 
fully contended with King Sre- 
phen, nothing can bs more mani- 


felt. Horry her Son wasa young,,, 
active, and Valiant Prince, very 


potent 


la, 
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potent, endow'd with great poſſeſ* 


{ions , and in expeRation of giea- 


ter Additions : He was in nis own 
Right Duke of Azjou , in Right 
of his Wite Duke of Gwyen and 
Earl of Porzetou, and in Right of 
his Mother, Duke of Normandy, 
and preſumptive Heir to the 
Kingdom of England. This 
greatneſs of Eſtate added to the 
Greatneſs of his Spirit,and buoy'd 
up by the Hopes of a far greater 
augmentation of his Fortunes , 
puih'd him on to ſet up for him- 
{elf in a competition for the 
Crown of England ; to the As 
chievement of which many aCCt- 
cents concurring (as the untime- 
ly Death of Exſtace the Son of 
King Stcphen, the mviancholick 
deſpair of his Mother the Em- 
preſs, upon her improſperous 
conteſt with Stephen, and the 
Loſs of her Brother , and other 
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her faſt Friends) he came to a com- 


poſition with King Srepher, and a 


perfe& Reconciliation was made 
between them, chooſing rather 
to ſucceed him by Adoption , 
than to wait the natural Deſcent 
of his Inheritance by the Death 
of his Mother. Whether a Pro- 
phetick foreſight of the ſhort 
Period preſcribed to the Reign 
of King Stephen, or 2 ſecret de- 
ſign to. catch ſome opportunity 
toaccelerate His own Inveſtiture, 
prompted Hinr on to this Accome 
modation, lies only within the 
compals of conjecture ; but ſo it 
fell out , that his Poſſeflion by 
Surviverſhip was not long Pro- 
rogued ; the Agreement being 
made in Zammary by mutual con- 
ſent, and conſummated in -OFo- 
ber following, by the Death of 
King Stephen. | 

Henry the Second being now 
actually 
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actually King, diſturbed by no Com- 
petitor, or Pretender, might with all 
affluence of Honour, Wealth, and 
Pleaſure, have enjoy'd his Kingdom 
in profound Peace ; but in defpight 
to Fortune, who hitherto had Cour- 
ted him. He created "Troubles ro 
himſelf, and was che unlucky Author 
of his own miſcry, For tho the- Re 
bellious Infurrection of tne Welſh, in 
the firlt Year of his Reign, did ſome: 
what diſcompoſe his quiet ; yet the 
Ifſne of it did only ten to aggrandiſe 
his Name, to make him more revered 
at Home, and more awiully confi = 
derd abroad. But the Expdition 
into Scotland was the product of his 
own injuſtice! :; Stephen his Father by 
Adoption had granted Cumberiand , 
and Huntington ſhire to Malcolm King 
of the Scots, and Maud his Mother 
had given Northumberland to the 
ſame: Henry difUaining to ſee his King= 
dom Cantoniled, and grudging that 


{uch 
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fuch conſiacravie Parts of it thould be 
difnemberd from the Body, ani be- 
come the Patrimony of his Neigh- 
bour, demands the Eſtate by a milt- 
tary Claim, and marciing thither 
vith a powerful Army, repoiteileth 
himſelf of part of thoſe alienated 
Lands, ana VULunmaiyy ieunguitheth 
the reſt. 

The ſame reſtleſs Humour prompt- 
cd him to perfecute his Brother Geof- 
frey. For his Father on his Death-Bed 
bequeath'd the Duxedom of Anjou to 
him, but with this I:-vtation, that 
ſo ſcon as He {thould become King 
of England, he ſhould Celiver up Az- 
01 to his Brother Geoffrey : And for 
the further aſlurance ot it, hz obli- 
ged his Lords to Swear, not to ſuſfer 
his Body to be buried, till his Son 
Henry had taken his Oath exactly to 
pertorm it. Henry fol:wmnly binds 
himſelt by Oath to perio:m his Fa- 
>. - thers Will, but afterward as wicked- 
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[ſy breaks his Vow (having ottain'd a 
Diſrenſation for fo great an Impniety, 
trom K's He IV Father Pope Adrian J 
and entring mto £xjo; with an Ar- 
my, to0' from his Brother (who was 
11 no Capacity to refiit fo prijjant an. 
Invader) not only the Ce uncry of 
Anon, {NUT "2 Bs other Gites alſo: '3 
which his Father had abfolutely gi- 
ven him tor his IPENIIOY which 
unnatural Treatment ha: fo fatal an 
Perm i0N on ti12 _— DT, dafets 
within a ve: y ſhort time it bt oke his 
heart, 

Ani new Lewis King of Fronce 
be gn tO find him a coltly and ha- 
Zarlous diverſion 5 for having not 
well d'geited the affront Put upon 
bim by King Hemy in marrying 
of El-anor his divorced Queen, and 
ſecking all occaſions to demonſtrate 
his Refentments, he became an open 
Abettor of Raymond 'Earl of St.Giles, 
with whom King Henry had a Con: 

troveriie 
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troverſie about the Earldom of 7ho- 
louſe. Hereupon the Litigants began 
mutually to arm, and great forces 
were raisd on both fides , but being 
juſt ready to joyn in a bloody Bat- 
eel, a Peace was concluded by the 
Mediation of Friends. 

And leaſt matters ſhould be wan- 
ting to propagate new cares, and in- 
terruption to the progreſs of his Fe- 
licity ; by an over fond and unex- 
ample. Indulgence, he aſſumed his 
Son Henry (then ſeventeen years of 
age) into a Paitnerſhip in the 
Taone; whole arrogant behaviour, 
and picgant Repairee at the very 
time ot his Coronation, adminiſtred 
juſt cauſ2 to the King to repent his 
raſhneſs. For the King to do honour 
to his young Colleague, at the Co- 
ronation tealt would needs carry up 
11 rſt Diſh to the Table ; which 
the Archbiſhop Cwho had perform'd 
the Ceremony? obſerving, ſaid mer- 


rily 
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rily to the new King, What an 
honour is this to you, to have ſuch a 
waiter at your Table ? "The other re- 
ply'd, Why ? what preat matter is it 
for himythat was but the Son of a Duke 
fo do ſervice to me , that am the Son of 
a King, and a Queen ? Neither was 
it long before the King was ſenſibly 
convinced of his weakneſs. For the 
young King having imbibed ſome 
mutinous Notions of diſcontent from 
the inſinuations of the French King, 
and being animated by his advice 
and afliſtance, began openly to 
oppoſe his Father. For an aggrava- 
tion to the old Kings misfortunes, 
Eleanor his Queen inraged with jea- 
louſie , and not able to endure the 
ſizht of ſo many Concubines to 
which her Husband had given vp 
himſelt, ſhe not only incenſeth her 

| Son Henry to proceed in his Enter- 
priſe, bur ſecretly perſwadeth Richard 
and Geoffery,two other of her Sons,to 
Dy joyn 
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joyn with him againſt cheir Father, 
encouraging them to expect a more 
liberal maintenance from their Bro- 
ther, than their penurious Father did 
allow them ; by theſe Inſtigations 
they repair into Normandy, and joyn 
themſelves with their Brother, who 
growing more infolent by their af- 
fiſtance, return'd a haughty and im- 
perious anſwer to a kind and loving 
meſſage from his Father, diſdaining 
to lay down arms , unlefs hz would 
firſt lay down his authority, and 
reſign the Kingdom. To ſhuffle mat- 
ters into the greater perplexity, Lew:s 
King of France began to form a 
League againſt King Henry, and ha- 
ving call d together the grcat Lords 
of his Kingdom, and invcigled /1l;- 
am King of the Scots, Hugh Earl of Che- 
fer > Roger Moubray , Hugh Bigod, aizd 
other the Accomplices of his Son, 
they all joynd in an Oath to aid and 
alliſt the young King with their 


whole 
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whole power, and thereupon in one 
day they began their Attacks , tFe 
French invading Normandy, Aquitain, 
and Britain 5 and the King of Scors 
Nerthumber/and, "The old King in a 
ſhort rime diſincumbred himſelt from 
theſe Exigencies, and triumphed 
over all his Enemies ; but new trou- 
bles like Hydra's Heads, ſprung up 
eve'y day to arreſt his Tranquility ; 
and he had np ſooner made a Truce 
with his Son Henry, but the dete&tion 
of his Son Richard, who had poſleſt 
himſelf of a great part of the Pro- 
vince of Po:#c4,obliged him to trant- 


port an Army thither , and by the 


influence of it to rediice him to obe- 
d;cnce. But the folendor of his ſuc- 
ceſs was dirkned with a ſenſible mil- 
fortune, Herry his Darling, the co- 
partner of ns Empire , but the Ex- 
cre{cence of the Throne, cnded his 
Comnerition with his life, to the 
equal content and forrow of his Fa- 
ther. Wirh» 
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Within a while Richard his Heir 
apparent, revived his former diſcon- 
tent, relapſed into the old fit of Re- 
bellion, and drew along with him 
his Brother John , with many more 
of his Fathers Adberents, and: Follow- 
ers, who all joyn'd with Ph:Lp King 
of France (the Inheritor of his Fa- 
thers Crown, and his animoſity a- 
gainſt King Henry) he preſently 
formd an Army, and (leaſt natural 
affetion ſhould prevail above concei- 
red Injuries) with all. ſpeed and vi- 
gour laid Siege to the City of Mentz, 
in which King Henry was then per- 
fonally preſent 3 who apprehending 
himſelf to be in great danger, and un- 
'willing to fall into the hands of ſuch 
Encmics, fecretly withdrew out of 
the Town, and eſcaped. But the 
Town being taken (the place of his. 
Nativity, and in which he took great 
delight ) he became almolt diſtracted 
with grict and paſſion, and in the 
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extremity of his rage «utter d this blaf(- 
phemous expreſſion, I ſhall never here- 
after love God any more , that has ſuf- 
'  ferd a City ſo dear to me, to be taken 
| from me. Indeed this inconliderable 1 
loſs made a mortal Impreflion on [ 
his ſpirits, bereaving him of that vi- | 
- gor and Majeltick grace which ac- 
| Companied him in all his actions, ſo 
that het2mely condeſcended to ſeek 
| a Peace at their hands, to whom þe- 
'{ fore he ſcorn'd to vouchſate the fa- 
vour of any conditions ; but when 
he came to underſtand that his be- 
loved Son John was in the Conſpira- 
cy againſt him, he tell into a fit of 
fainting, and dy'd within four days. 
King Herry was the Author and 
inſtrument of his own misfortunes ; 
| He came to the Crown 1n peace and 
quict ; bur never injoy'd it in con- 
tent or latisfaction. He was an un- 
grateful Sem, an indiſcreet Father, an 
unnatural Brorver, an unjult Hwband, 
= a Nige 
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a niggardly Maſter, a fickle Friend, a 
ſevers Enemy, a valiant King, but too 
PenuTrious. | 

His Actions were great and renov- 
ved, but ſmutted with the tin&ure of 
notorious Vices. He dealt unjuſtly 
with the King of the Scots; and to 
his cruelty extend=<d to his Brother 
was added a manifeſt Perjury. 

He made his Son a Rival in his 
Throne, and took many ſtrange 
Women to be Rivals in his Bed. As 
his Wife was divorced trom her other 
Husband, ſo was his conjugal love 
eſtranged from her. 

His Parciality to his Sons 1s too 
manifeſt, while he fondly gave to 
Henry a ſhare of his Crown, and ſubs 
itracted from his other Sons a com- 
petent.maintenance» Burt theſe cons 
trary cauſes produced the fame ef- 
fect, his Indulgence to one, and his 
Niggarclinels to the reſt, provoked 
them all to be Rebels againlt him. 

His 
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His Incontinency is fo evident,thar 
it uperſedes all the miſpriſions of Jea- 
louſie : His cloſe Amours with the 
tair Roſamond were palpably dete&ted 
by the induſtrious curioſity of his 
Queen ; but his inceſtuous dalliance 
with the Spouſe of his Son, has lett 
an indelible blot u>on his .nemory: 

His carriage toward Thomas Becket, 
while alive, ſp2aks him b: ave, and 
magnanimous ; but his mean ſubmiſ- 
lion to a fordid Penance at th2'Tamb 
of that fawcy PrelJate,diſcovers plain* 
ly that Smperſ#itzon was predominant 
in him beyond a feuſle of true 
Religion, 

Partmony, which is commendabls 
in mcn oft lower ranks, was aVICe 
n bin; by it he loſt the love ot 
his Children, and diiobliged his Sub= 
jeas, whi'e by Taxes, Coniiſcations, 
Seilu:e on Biſhopricks and Abbies, 
and other avaririous practiſes,he lived 
poor!y, only that he might die rich. 

E 2 THE 


, 
mY 
. 
.* 
_ - 
p 0 
= 
"oo 
* 
- . 
" + K' 
%* 
s 
ol 
LI 
. Z 
* 
% . 
Fd 
- e 
4 - 
_ 
% 
$. 4 
4 
- 
| 
£ 
. 
\ 


40 

THEFT 

LIFE nd REIGN 
O F 


EDWARD the Second. 


\DIWARD of Carnarven was the 
Eldeit Son of Edward the Furſt, 
and ſucceeded his Father inthe King- 
dom of Englaud. He was in hisPer- 
ſon handſome; in his Converſation 
acceptable; in his Inclinations not 
extremely Vicious 5 continent beyond 
any ol his Predeceſlors ; not given to 
grind his Subjects by hard Taxations, 
or to enrich himſelf by their Impo« 
verijhment. He aicended the Throne 
with the Univerſal Joy and Acclama- 
tions both of the Nobility, andthe 
People; the way to it was plain, "_ 
NC. 
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the Seat ealy. He had the Advan- 
tages of an extraordinary Education, 
the example of an Illuſtrious Father 
and a Victorious King; an early - L 
initiation in the Buſineſs of State, a Wn -- 
happy opportunity to underſtand the £1 
Art of Reigning, by commanding | 
the Realm, and preſiding in Parlia- oo 
ment, during his Fathers abſence. 
When he took the Reins of 
Government into his hands, he 
was neither in his Nonage, nor Do- 
tage; the Kingdom ſtoodin no need 
of a Protector becauſe of His Mino- 
rity, nor an Adminiſtratcr, becauſe 
he was ſuper-annuated. He was juſt ( 
rip? for Rule, and all circumſtances 
concurrd to make the Concluſion of | 
his Reign as proſperous as the begin- 
ning. 

Notwithſtanding all theſe happy 
Prcludiums,i never was there a Prince 
more unfortunate, never was there 


a Life perplexed with more Ditaſters, 
Or 
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or a Death artended with j:arner In- 
{tances of Miſery an Hortors be- 
inz perizcuted by his Snbject:, de- 
ſerted by his Qzen, depoſed > the 
People, and inhumanly Mu'cred 
by wretched Viiſcreants. 

He begun his Reign with a rude and 
ric] !gious contempt of his renowred 
Fathers Will, and dying Commands, 
which as it gave juſt caule to the Sh. 
jects to ſuſpect his Veracity and Con. 
ſtancy,lo it appear'd an ominous prez 
ſage of his future Calamirics, and De- 
ſertion by Heayen. Pot whereas his 
Father had expreily charged him, 
never to recall Picrce Gaveſton from 
Baniſhment (who had been the Pan- 
dar to the young Prince's I uſts, and 
the Debaucher ot his Yout}.) he am- 
mediately fent for him hone, heap- 
ed Honours and Riches upon him, 
and grew {candalouſly fond of him. 
His Father ſetled his Quarrel with 
Scotland upon him by Entayl , requi- 
1Ng 
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ring him to carry his Bones abou: 
with him through that Kingdon), till 
he had ſubdued it: but fo little Ve- 
nerauon had he for thoſc Glorions Res 
I:ques, that h2 neither took then with 
him.in a NElitary Procetlion, nor re- 
garded ineir quiet Sepulture ; but ra- 
ther to attront them, he entred into a 
Treaty for his own Nuptiak, before he 
had ſolemnized the Funerals of his 


Father. The Old King had obliged 


him to ſend his heart to the Holy 
Land, with Sevenſcore Knights to 
proſecute the Holy War, and two 
and thirty Thouſand Pounds ( a 
mighty Sum in thofe Days) which 
he had gathered for that Pious ule: 
But he not only negleRed his Fathers 
Directions, but in plain ſcorn and 
deſpight to his Commands, he prodi- 
oally ſquander'd it on that fame Ga- 
wveitton, from whoſe very fight he 
was precluded by his dying Father. 
I ſhall not need to divide the Hi- 
{tory 
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ſtory of his Life into ſeveral Ads, I 


-\8 may recite it, as it was, in one SCene 
cf Trcuble and misfortune. The re- 
yocation of Peirce Gaveſton from per- 
petual Exile was very diſplealing to 
the People ; His admiſſion to the high- 
eſt Honours and Favours about the 

 Court,did ſmartly aggravate their juſt 
Reſentments ; but his Pride and Oz 
ſtentation at the Marriage of the 
King in France (where the Four Kings 
and Four Queens, were ſeen in all 
their Pomp, beſides the King and 
his Bride, yet he wasobſerved to ex- 
cel them all in Bravery) had fo ſen- 
ſible an Operation on the Lords of 
England , that when Edward, and 
TA pars, war to be Crown'd, inthe 
preſence of many Princes, and No- 
ble Perſons, they boldly went to him 
and briskly told him,how haynouſly « 
he had tranſgreſſed his Fathers Will 
in recalling Gave/on, to which ſince 
they were Cautioners ; they "oy 
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ſee it performed z and uuleſs he would 
remove Gaveſton from Court and 
Kingdom, they would not ſuffer his 
Coronotion to proceed. King E4d- 
ward, confounded with this ſtinging 
Declaration, gave them ſatisfaction , 
and ſolmnly Swore to do what they 
deſired, in the next Parliment,-and 
ſo the Coronation proceeded : In the 
{olmnizing whereof the King again 
provoked the Lords to Diſcon- 
tent, adding the honour of carrying 
St. Edwards Crown before him, to 
the other Titles he had conferred on 
Gaveſtonz which urged them to en- 
| ter into Conſultation, how to con- 
trive ſome plauſible way to reſtrain 
the Violence of the Kings Aﬀe&ion 
which ina ſhorttime took affe&. For 
Gaweffon not content to engrols the 
Kings Favor,and dictate his arbitrary 
Orders through the Kingdom, en- 
croached on the honour of the No- 
bility, and placed opprobious Nick- 

Names 
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Names upon divers of them, who 
therefore did not only envy him for 
his undeſerved Advancement, but 
mortally hated him for his un-ſuffer- 
able Infolency. It was not long 
before a Parliment met, who 
_ unanimouſly preſs the King to ap- 
ply a Remedy to their Greivances | 
in the Rere of which they urge the 
Baniſhment of Gaveſton : The King 
{eing no ſafety in expoſtulation, con- 
ſents to their Demands,andthe ſeveral 
Articles (like thoſe of the Council of 
Trent ) are injoyn'd under an Ana- 
theria, and Dain of Excommunica- 
tion; Hereuvon Saveſton was ſent 
inte Irelzzd, ut as the Chief Go- 
ov:rnorr , not -5 an Exile ; where 
a'ter he 2d ftzyd a while, and act» 
el things much conducing to his Re- | 
putation, King Edward, not able to | 
endure his abtence, or indeed to live 
without 1im, remanded him home, 
and married him to the Siſter of the 


Earl 
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Earl of Glocefter 5; but Gaveſton was inr 
corngible, his Power excceded all 
Limirs, and his expences all poſhibili- 
ty of ſupply ; the Kings Revenue 
was waſted, the Queens maintenance 
retrenched, and all diverted ro the 
accommodating the Luxury of the Fa- 
vorite. "The Lords began to ferment 
in anew Diſcontentment, and repair- 
ing to the King, poſitively told him, 
if he did not immediately remove Ga- 
veſzon out ofthe Court and Kingdom 


they would rit: in Arms againſt him, 


as a p:rjur*d. King. Bur he, after he 
had it.uzled a '+hile between Love 
and Fear, condelcended to his per- 
tual B:uithment, making his return 
a Capical Offence, and fo to be pro- 
ceeded againi!, if ever found in the 
Kingiom. Gaveſton once more 1s 
diſpatch out of England, and goes 
to France, where finding no fe A- 
bode, he paſt into Flanders, and there 
meeting with no ſecure ſhelter, he 


ſecretly 
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ſecretly returns to England, relying 
on the immovable Favor of the King, 
and the intereſt of the Duke of Glow- 
ceſker. The bewitched King received 
him with tranſports of joy, and 3 
ping out of the ſight of the Lords, 
and all other Obſervers, betook him- 
ſelf to York, carrying his beloved Mi- 
nion with him. The Lords hearing 
of it, make after him, and chooſing 
the great and potent Earl of Lanca- 
fter tor their General, ſent a Meſſage 
to the King to deliver Gave#ton into 
their Hands, or at leaſt to ſend hiny 
peremptorily out of the Kingdom. 
But being abuſed by evil Counſel, 
and diſregarding the Meſſage from 
the Lords, he marcht from place to 
place, ſeeking a ſure refuge for his 
dear Favourite, refuſing to ſtay with 


the Queen, who with tears beg*d 


his wy of and lodg'd him in Scar- 
borough-Caltle ; which being furiouſly 
allaulted by the Confeverate Lords, 
Gaveſton 
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Gaveſton thought it beſt to render 
himſelf, defiring only the favour to 
be allow'd once to ice the King's 
tace, and the King reciprocally ask'd 
the ſame. Gaveſton was fent under a 
Gonvoy toward /#a!/mgford, but be- 
Ing intercepted by the way, and for- 
ced from his Guard by the Earl of 
Warwick , after long deliberation his 
Head was ſtruck oft at a place calPd 
Blacklow. In the mean time the King 
of Scots taking notice in how unready 
a poſture Aﬀaires were in England, 
how the King remitted all caie of 
the Government to Gaveſton , and 
that he gave himſelf up to Luxury 
and Licentiouſneſs, in-a ſhort time, 
and with little or no oppoſition , re- 
duced almoſt all Scor/and ro his obe- 
dience ; and encouraged by that {uc+ 
ceſs. He entred England, burnt, and 
took ſeveral Towns, and being en- 
counter'd with a ſplendid Army rai- 
{ed by King Edward, more reſemb- 


RT ling 
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ling a Court, than a Camp, and con- 
ſifting of a hundred thouſand men 
he with an Army hardly amounting 
to thirty thouſand, utterly overthrew 
and defeated them. "This misfortune 
was follow'd by the loſs of almoſt 
all Ireland, and the treacherous Ren- 
dition of Berwick, which yet King 
Edward was in a fair way to recover, 
had not the Earl of Lancaſter diſcos 
ver'd his immoderate kindneſs to 
Hugh Spencer the younger, (whom he 
had ſubſtituted and embraced in the 
room of Gaveſton) and thereupon 
withdrew his torces from his afliſt- 
ance. Theſe Crofles were accom- 
panied with the loſs of Northumber- 
land , whereof all the Towns were 
taken, or burnt by the Sco!s, and an 
incredible number of Priſoners and 
Cattel carried into S:otland 3 King 
Edward in vain attempting to ſeck a 
Reprizal, and at laſt forced to paſs 
over all hopes of ſatisfaction, by the 

COYN»+ 
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concluſion of a Truce. The unhappy 
King poſtponing the aftections of his 
Subjects to the tond love of a Dar- 
ling, advanced Hugh Spencer t6 the 
higheſt pitch of Honour and Favour, 
committed all Affairs to his fole Ad- 
miniſtration ;- he (in perfect imitatt» 
on of his Predeceſlor) ſervilely com- 
plying with the Kings Humours, and 
arrogantly inſulting over th2 Lords. 
They to remove this inſupportable 
 Nufance, continue in Arms, confe- 
derate together, and ſend a peremps» 
tory Metlage to the King, requiring 
the confirmation and execution of the 
Articles formerly granted, otherwiſe 
threatning to conſtrain him by force 
of Arms, and accordingly aflembled 
a mighty body about Dunſtable, 
where the King then lay ; but by the 
interpoſition of the Prelates, an Ac- 
commodation was made, and all 
things agreed to cheir mutual fſatisfa- 
&ion, Soon atter a Parliament was 


F 2 call'd, 
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calld, wherein the King complain'd 
that the Lords had taken vp Arms, 
had murthered Pzerce Gaveſton, and 
done him many other Atfronts ; they 
on.the other fide juſtitie their Pro- 
ceedings, as not undertaken againſt, 
but for the Preſervation of 1:is Per- 
ſon, and the puniſhment of the pub- 
lick Eremies of the Kingdom ; but 
the Queen, with the Preltes and the 
Duke of Gleuceſter, found an-Expedi- 
ent to qualifie theſe heats; the Lords 
became humble Suitors to the King 
for h's Grace and Pardon, and he re- 
ceives them kindly,as dutitul and loy- 
al Subjets. But this Reconcilement 
not being tounded in finceritv, was 
but of a ſhort duration : The two 
Spencers, Father and Son, became in- 
tolerable in their Covetouſneſs, Op= 
. preffion , and Arbitrary diſpoſal of 
all Aﬀeairs ; wherefore the Earl of 
Lancaffer with divers other Lords, 
entred into a new Contederacy, bin- 
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ding th2mlelves by Oath to live and 
dic tovether, in the majntznance of 
the Rights of the Kin&dom, and to 
procure the .expullion of the two 
Spencers, In purſuance hereof, they 
.\, gather a great Army, march to Lon- 

don, and infilt ſtoutly on tiicir former 
demands; to which orice more the 
King 1s induced to condz{cend,by the 
mediation of the Queen ani the 
Prelates, and by publick .\Preclas 
mation the Spencers are baniſhed ;: 
but in a ſhort time after the Edict | 
was revoked , they recall'd , and 
reſtored to their former place, and 
authority. The wind *'gan 10w 
_ tochange, and by a ſtrange caprichio 
of fortune , the King got the Alſcen- 
dent over the mutinous Lords, con- 
quered them in Batte!, flew many ot 
them in the Field , and put many to 
death, by the Sword of Juſtice 3 but 
ſo ſoon as the heat of Revenge was 
a little qualify*d, repented of his pro- 
ceeding, £2 Hithe:- 
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Hitherto the miſerable King re- 
ccived only flight wounds in the ex- 
treme parts of his Body, now he re- 
ceived a ſtab at the Heart. The 
Queen enraged to ſee her Husbands 
love diverted upon upſtart Favorites, 
and diſdaining to be a Peniioner to 
their pleaſure , found a plauſible Ex<+ 
cule to repair into France, where (to 
be revenged on her Husband for his 
negle& of her) {he continued in too 
ſcandalous a familiarity with the Lord 
Alortimer, The King being adverti- 
ſed of it, commanded her to return, 
and ſhe delaying to come, he pro- 
claimed her, and the Prince (who 
was at'that time alſo in France ) Ene- 
mies to the Kingdom, baniſh'd them 
and their Adherents , and ſtrongly 
guarded the Seas with three Fleets, 
to intercept their paſſage. The Queen 
by the help of Foreign Friends, got 
together a conſiderable Army, and 
landed near Harwich, and was pre- 


lently 
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lc: ently reintarced by. the conjunction 
of the na) Marſhal, che Earl of Lan- 
caſter, the Earl of "3 :ceſter, and many 
other ty ords and Biſhops. hz King 
was altoniln'd at the News, being 
utterly wrrefolute what courſe 10 
take: He had ro Connjcllors about 
11m, but the Spencers, London was 
not by be tit ſte, bis dIrmmy Was Evers 
rg, ite people from as, Counties fc ch 

ng 14 to "ba Qaeen. In this perp! exicy 
he ſecretly ibdraws from the Court, 
attended by the two Spencers, and a 


very few orhers, anc being UWlappoin- 


ted of his Retreat tc) a Hes of 
Luna, tle his! zCS bin, oo Th the Abt y 
of Nebe ; where witttin a ſhort time 
he Way 12 2hew, his p_ J\YVers all hoc 
headed, ang ene LWO OPencers - 
I1ckly and ignomimoully executed, 
and himſelf commited to the alto 
dy of the Earl of Leiceffer. After 
Chriſtmas a Parliament was call 4, 


wherein it was agreeil to Depolz the 
King, 
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King, and ſet up his Son, who re- 
fuſing to take the Crown, unleſs his 
Father would freely reſign it , the 
poor King as tamely ſurrender'd the 
Scepter, as he had before unworthily 
weilded it, and having formally re- 
nounced and ebv:ir:ted the Government, 
and the Speaker of the Parliament, 
renounced all Allegiance to him, 
in the Name of the whole King- 
dom , he was taken from the Earl 
of Leiceſter (from whem his Ene- 
mtes thought he had too kind uſage) 
and being burrieu from place to 
place, and wearied with all manner 
of ſeverity and indignity, waſted by 
farving, tormenred by notfome 
itinks, and attempted by Poyſon, he 
was at laſt barbarouſly and inhu- 
manely Itiited to death between two 
Pillows. I he Murder being diſavow'd 
by the Queen , the Lxecutioners of 
it fled, and Gdicd milſeraiiy. 


THE 
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RICHARD the Second, 


TE Magnanimity , Valour, Piety , 
'Gentleneſfs , Liberty , and other 
Heroick and Princely Qualities, were - 
communicable by Generation : if 
vertue could be intayT'd ; If the gifts 
ofthe mind deſcended by Inheritance, 
or were demiſable hy Will, or in- 
ſeparably annex'd to the Body; no 
man could ever have a juſter Pre- 
tenſion to Glory and Fame, than Rz 
chard the Second, the only Son of that * 
incomparable Hero, Edward the black 
Prince, and grand Son of that moſt 

| Fo iltu-: 
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moſtilluſtrious and victorious Edward 
the Third. But Children do not al- 
ways reſemble the Features of the Fa- 
ther, to the great ſhame and ſcandal 
of the Mother: Wit, and Vigor are 
ſeated in the Brain; and Children 
are not begotten by the Head, 

Richard was a Child at the death 
of his Father ; and never acted like a 
man,during his own Lite. A Crown 
was too heavy a Load for his tender 
Brows,and the Reflection of its Bright 
nefs daizled his Eyes. 

The Tranſactions of State, -dur- 
ing his Minority, are not to be the 
Subj of my Recital,ſince the Event 
of all Afﬀairs that were proſperous , 
is. to be imputed tothe Conduct of 
his Guardians; and where any Acci- 
dents interrupted his Proſperity, it 
ought not to be attributed to his miſ: 
fortune. I ſhall therefore paſs over 
fach Occurrences as are recounted 
by Hiſtorians, during his-pupillage « 


and 
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and begin my Remarks,at that Period 
when he aſlumed the Regal Govern- 
ment. 

And firſt he depoſed the Lord 
Scroop from his Chancellor-Scup, be- 
cauſe he refuſed to ſal ſome extra- 
vagant grants made by the King,and 
receiving the Seal from his Hands,he 
Kept it fora certain Time, and with 
it ſeal d ſuch Grants and Writings as 
he thought fit, at his own abſolute 
will and pleaſure. 

His Army ſent againſt France,com- 
manded by the Biſhop of Norwzch, 
was not very proſperous; but laying 
Seige to 7pres, as they palt through 
Flanders, weie forced by the Power 


of a French Army coming to-their 


Relief, to raiſe the Seige, and re- 
creat. And tho the Biſhop advited 
the King to lay hold on that Oppor- 
runity to try the Fortune of a Battle 
with the French, and he pretended 


over Night to be in a mighty haſt and 


Eagerneſs 


,* 
F# 
»\,0 
4 . 
_ 4 
4k 
=> : L 
> * % 
+ 
c- 
4 "4 * 
"Lv : = 
A - 


Rd... 


60 The Life and Reign 


Eagernefsto ingage in that enterpriſe, 
yet in the Morning the Humor was 
off, and conſulting his own eaſe and 


ſafety , he appointed the- Duke of 


Lancaſter to go' on that Inployment, 
who: ſpinning out the Time with di- 
latory Preparations, till the Biſhop 
was return'd, the Project was difap- 
pointed, the undertaking came to 
Nothing ; and the Diſpute was end- 
ed in a ſhort lived Truce. 

Neither did the Expedition into 
Scotland, tend to the Honour of the 
King, or Advantage of the King- 
dom: for the Scots having made In- 
curſions into England, taken, and 
burne divers. Towns upon the Bor- 
ders, and enriched themſelves by a 
general depredation of the Country. 
The Duke of Lancaſter with the Earl 
of Buckingham was diſpatchr with a 
mighty Army to repreſs them: but 
having entred Sroz/and, and 'not be- 
19g able by any Art, or Stratagem to 

provoke 
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provoke the Scots to Battel, they 
returned without obtaining any fur- 
ther Satisfaction, then a ſuitable Re- 
venge in burning, and deſtroying 


many Towns there. And tho a truce. 


was made with-the Scots, yet with» 


out any Regard to the Stipulation, 


they again entred the Borders, and 
crook Berwick. 

But now the.unfortunate King be- 
gan to form- Plots againft his own 
honour and Quiet ; for being incent- 
ed againſt the Duke of Lancaſter (whe- 
ther upon real, or upon imaginary 
Provocations) a deſign was laid to 
have that great man Arreſted, and 
arraign'd of Treaſon before Sir Robert 
Treſilian, cheit Juſtice (tho by the 
Law of the Land his Tryal ougat to 
have been by his Peers) and it is eafte 
to imagin what would have been. the 
Iffue of ſuch irregular Proceedings : 
but the Duke having timely intima- 
tion of the miſcheif and contrivance 

G againſt 
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againſt him ; withdrew himſelf op- 
portunely to his Caſtle of Pomfret , 
where he'ffobd upon his guard, till 
by the laborious travel and powerful 
mterceſlion of the Kings Mother 


C tho by reaſon ofher Corpulency 


ſhe was moſt un-fit for fuch an Im- 
ployment) the King was pacified,and 
reconciled to the Duke. 

The Scots itill medirating Revenge 
and the French King ſtill ready to fo- 
ment the quarrel, prepared for a freſh 
Invaſion of England; and receiving 
auxiliary Ayds of great Number and 
ftrength from the French, once more 
_ entred the Ernghſh Borderss King 
Richard receiving Advertiſement of 
ir, with great Speed rais'd a mighty 
Army, and marching in Perſon at 
the Head ofthem, entered Scorland, 
burnt Eadingbhurgh proceeding without 
Control, but coald by no mcans draw 
the Seors to Battle; they in the mean 

. Time to divert the Kings progreſs, 
= made 
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made a deſcent into Cumberland, and 
Beſieged Carliſle 3 to the relief of 
which the King approaching with 10 
formidable an Army , obliged the 
Scots to retreat into their own Coun- 
try, and upon their Receſs the King 
returned into England, bringing with 
him neither Honour nor Advan- 

tage by ſo fruitleſs art Expedition. 
After theſe things (and ſome o« 
ther paffages riot fo directly apper- 
raining t6'the Hiſtory of his Life) 
King . Richard began to haſten his 
own Deſtiny, 'and by Imprudent 
Actions, pernicious Counſels, and 
an Arbitrary Aſſertion of his indiſpu- 
table Prerogative, to kindle thoſe 
Flames of Mutiny, and Diſcontent, 
which never were extinguiſh'd, bur 
at the Expence of his own Blood , 
and the Loſs of his Crown. Robert 
Pere Earl of Oxford and Marquiſs of 
Dublin was his Darling, and Michael 
de 1a Pool was his Favorite : The firſt 
G 2 42 
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a Gentleman of commendable good 
Parts, he created Duke of Ireland 
(tho he himſelf was but Lord of it) 
the other a man of mean extraction, 
he made Earl of Sufo/k, .and Chan 
cellour of England ; both. very ob- 
noxious, and not accompliſh'd with 
ſuch Merits , . as might: advance 
them in Titles, or Offices beyond the 
Ancient Noblliry , without Envy , 
or Obloquy. : Theie Wicked Coun- 
ſellors fet a falſe Glaſs before 
the ſhort ſighred King, and a- 
buſed him with erroneous repreſen- - 
tations of his own ſufficiency, ab- 
felute Aurhority, and. uncontrollable 
Power : Infomuch that in'a Parlia- 
ment then call'd, the King began 
ſharply to expoſtulate with the Lords, 
and by an undecen: Compariſon 
with the Freedom of their Tenures, 
tro Challenge to himſelf an unque- 
itionable liberty. "Lis haughty Cars 
riage of the King. ,, exaſperated the 
Parliament 
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Parliament, and fermented them to 
ſuch a degrec of ditlatisfaction, that 
iaitead of conſenting to grant him a 
Subſidy toward his Wars , they fell 
foul upon the New Chancellour, and 
never give him over, til} they ob- 
eain'd a ſevere Judgment againſt 
him to the Forfeitures of his Life, 
and the Confijcation of iis Eſtate. 
Ine adverſe Party were highly net- 
tled at theſe proceedings, and bes 
ing-puſh'd on by Reveuge, and 
Malice, they combined in a hor- 
rid Deſign to Murther the Duke 
of Glouceſter, and iuch other Lords 
as croſs d the King in lus extrava- 
gant Courics 5; which Flagitious 
Plot was to be perpetiated upon 
an invitation of them to a SuUPPer 1N 
Londun : Sir Nicholas Brember the for- 
mer Lord Mayor was a prime In- 
ſtrument in this Enterpriſe ; but the 
King imparting this matter to Rich- 
ard Exton the preſent Mayor, and 

endea- 
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endeavouring to make him an Ac- 
complice inthe Action, he would by 
no perſwaſions be induced to con- 
ſ:nt to fo vile an Attemp:, and there: 
upon they deliſte.l from the turther 
proſecution cf it. Notwithſtanding 
this, and many other unto-vard pat- 
{iges, a Subſidy was rrante.l to the 
King under certain Limitations ; but 
the Parliament were ſo 4:/puſfed; be- 
cauſe the Kivg had reſpited che Execu- 
tion of the7udgment again{t th2 Chan- 
cellour, that they poſitively de-lared, 
unleſs the Chancellour were removed 
they wou!id proceed no farther 1n a 
Parliamentary Courſe. "Tha King 
hereupon grew Chole:ick,and plain- 
ly told them, he would rather ap- 
ply himſelf to the French King for 
Afiſtance, than fubmit to his Subs 
jects: Yet upon good Reaſons offer d 
by the Lords, a great. change. was 
made in the Minilters of State , 
and particularly the Chance/lour was 


removed 
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Yemoved : and ſo defirous were the 
Lords and Commons to have:nz3 Duke 
of Ire/and excluded trom the Kings Pre- 
ſence,that they were content he jhould 
receive thirty Thouſand Marks, on 


condition he would tranſport himſelf 


into Ire/and. _ But no fooner was the 
Pailtament Gitlolved, but the Eng 
recanted all his condecenſiors , 'c- 


 voked all Orders againit tÞ: Chan- 


cellour, the Duke oft Tre/z + and the 
reſt, and received then into higher 
Favour, than they were in betore. 
And tho' the Earls of Arandel and 
Nottingham periormed a Noble ex- 
ploit, hardly to be parallel'd in Ht- 
ſtory, yet their Service was diff 


earded, and their pzrſons lighted, 


becauſe the Duke of Heland gave 
them no countenance: By whoſe con- 
trivance a New Plot was laid to de- 
ſtroy the Duke of Glouceſter, and the 
eaſie King ſurrounded wich Paraſites 


and corrupt Judges, ſuffer'd them to | 


puilue 
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purſue their extravagauc practices,and 
Two Thou'and Per/ons were at once 
indifted before Sir Robert Treſilian the 
Chief Fuſtice, He chen propornded 
certain” Queries to Robert Belknap Lord 
Chief Juſtice and ocher 7Jg2s, which 


% 


they ſoon reſo/ved, in d.ftiince of rhe 
Law, and the privil:iges of Parlia- 


ment. And notwichitanding he ftood 


in ſuch ill Terms with his p-ople , 
yet a way Was found 70 pack. Furies 
in London, and Inditments were 
found of many Crimes againſt ſome 
of the Lords: Whom having a deſign 
© perſecute, he ſummon'd the Jud- 
ges, Juſtices, and Sheriffs of the 
Kingdom,that he might be iniormed, 


_ what power of Men they could aflure 


him of , to ſerve him againſt the 
Lords : And intending ſhortly to call 
a Parliament, he tamper d with them. 
to have no Knight or Burgeſs choſen, 


- but ſuch as the King and his Council 
ſhould Name, But finding by the 


Anſwer 
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Anſwer of the Sherifts, that they 
could not raiſe any Forces upon ſuch 
a pretence, nor infringe che Ancient 
Liberty in Elefions to Parliament ; 
the King and the Duke of Ireland 
ſent into all parts to raite men in this 
Quarrel againſt the Lords , confal- 
ting on ſome Devices how ro intrap 
them. The Duke of Glouceſter i-2'ng 
advertiſed of this, had a ſecret Con- 
terence with the reſt, and allembling 
a numerous Body of in, ftood 
upon their- Guard , and f-nt Commit: 
ſioners to the King, r.q!iring ſuch 
'Traytors and Sequcers a: were about 
his Perſon, ro be delivered up to 
them. The King was adviſed by the 
Duke of Ireland , the Eail of Suffolk, 
and orhers about him , to offer Calice 
to the French King, to procure his 
Affiiltance againſt the Lo-ds ; and 
with all ſent to the Mayor of Londen, 


Tequiring to make an ceſtimare of 


how many able men might be rais'd 
IN 
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in the City , who making Tryal of 


what could be done on fuch occall- 
on, received this Anſwer from the 
People , that they would never fight 
againſt the Kings Friends, and Defen- 
ders of the Realm, In the mean 
time the Earl of : Northumberland 
interpoſed with his advice , and per- 
ſwaded the King to. fend .for the 
Lords under ſafe Conduct,and friend- 
ly to expoſtulate with them; to 
which the Lords conſented , upon 
Oath given by the Arch Biſhop of 
Canterbury, and the Lord Chancel- 
lour, that no Fraud, or evil practice 
ſhould be ufed agai:zft them : But 
being ready to come according to 
appointment, they received intima- 
tion of an Ambuſh laid to in- 
trap them, and ſo deſiſted. If the 
King was privy to this Plot, he was 
guilty of an Action moſt unworthy 
of a Prince : But the Conſfpirators 
were certainly known, yet not calPd 
(C0) 
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to Account for it. Afﬀrer this, upon 
a more ſecure Conduct from the 
King,the Lords preſented themſelves 
before him, and after ſome cholerick 
conteſt a Reconciliation was made, 
anc it was concluded that all matters 
ſhouid be heard and regulated in a 
Parliament , ſpeedily to be calld. 
Hereupon the Favorite-Lords were 
highly diflatisfy'd, and plainly told 
the King , they would not hazard 
their appearance at ſuch a meeting ; 
and ſo the Duke of Ireland, and the 
reſt of that Faction withdrew from 
Court, and abſconded. But the King 
not able to brook their abſence, or- 
dered an Army to be raisd for the 
ſafeguard of-the Duke of Ireland, and 
to reconduet him to his Preſence ; 
who being encqunter'd on the way 
by the Earl of Derby , he ilzd and 
eſcaped by leaping into a River, but 
after two or three years dy'd miſe- 
rably in a foreign Gountry. 

And 
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And now the Lords, having got 
matter enough againſt the King, at 
leaſt to juſtifie their raking up Armes, 
march'd dire&ly to London with torty 
thouſand men, and ſome of them 
going to ths Kivg in the Tower, 
they ſhewd him the very Letter which 
he had writ to the Duke of Ireland, 
ſ\ ro levy an Army tor their deſtrution z 
Wt as allo the Letters writ to him by the 

i1 French King, importing a ſafe Con- | 

F duct for him to come into rarce, 
| there to do Acts tending to his own 
| | diſhonour , and the prejudice of the 
Wo Kingdom ; which being. done, they 

| Civilly retreated, upon the Kings 
promiſe to come mext day to Welt- 
M minſter, to concert all matters ; but 
* # the fickle Kins alter d his mind, be- 
"th fore he went to Bed, and diſcover'd 
his purpoſe :0 avoid the meeting next 
day. The Lords being advertisd of 
this, ſent 2 -peremptory meſſage to 
him, Tha: it he did not come accor- 
Ging 


FL W.. $.,, -e A” 2 ona ab te Po I HEAL 


of Richard zhe Second. 7 3 


ding to his promiſe, they would 
choole another King, that ſhould 
hearken to the faithful Counſel of his 
Lords. The King ſenſibly touch'd 
with this ſharp meſſage, gave them a 
meeting, and they poſitively infilting 
that the Traytors ſo often complain'd 
of, ſhould be removed from the 
Court, he at laſt with much relu&- 
ancy conſented to their Defires ; and 
ſo'the whole Neſt of Vipers was dif- 
ſipated, fome expelPd the Court,ſome 
bound by good Sureties to appear 
and anſwer, and fome committed to 
Priſon. When the Parliament mer, 
they proceeded roundly , the corrupr 
Fudges were arreſted in their Seats of 
Judicature, and carried to tbe Tower, 
for acting contrary to the Agreement 
made in the preceding Parliament ; 
the Duke of Ireland , and the reſt of 
that Crew, Cited to appear and an- 
iwer to certain Articles of High 
Treaſon, and for non- appearance 


BE bani{th'd 
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baniſh'd, and their Lands and Goods 
ſeized to the Kings uſe ; Sir Robert 
Treſilian was - hang'd, Sir Nicholas 
Brember beheaded, ſeveral others ex- 
ecuted, and the Judges condemned 
to die, and the King obliged by Oath 
to ſtand to ſuch order as the Lords 
ſhould ſet Cown. Some years after, 
upan a Riot committed in London, 
the King ſeifſed on their Liberties, 
and took away their Charter, which 
could not be reſtored till they paid a 
Fine of ten thouſand pounds, 

I intend a compendious Abſtract, 
and not a compleat Hiſtory ; there- 
tore I ſtudiouſly omit the recital of 
many Tranſactions and Occurrences 
coincident with this relation, as not 
having a dire and principal con- 
cernment in the Eſtate and Lite of 
King Richard, Unſtable Fortune had 
the Aſcendent over all the Affairs of 
the poor King, and the cou: fe-of his 
Reign was unbroiled with a Rug 

Icil- 
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Viciflitude of proſperous and adverſe 
Accidents, The Duke of GlouceFter, 
and other Lords, entring into a com- 
bination to ſeiſe upon the King ; the 
Plot was detected, and their hves 
taken away for the aſſurance of his 
ſafety. A Parliament was call'd, 
wholly conformable to the Kings 
will, they that oppoſed him were 
baniſh'd, confiſcated, and executed, 
and the whole power of it devolved 
on a certain ſele&t number of Com- 
miſſtoners, to the great prejudice of 
the State, and a dangerous example 
to future Times: a Pardon was gran- 
ted to all the Subje&s, except hfty, 
whoſe Names not heing expreſled, 
he kept the Nobility under an awe, 
that it any of them offended him, 
they might come under the notion 
of exempted perſons; and tus the 
King ſeem'd fecure againſt all mif- 
Chances 


But 
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But an unforeſeen Accident,groun- 
.ged on 2 very flight occaſion, pro- 
duced an extraordinary Revolution, 
by which the whole frame of Go- 
vernment was unhinged , and that 
Cloud which at firſt appear'd but of the 
bigneſs of a hand, loon overſpread the 
**y, and diſlolved in a tempeſtuous 
ſhewer of Blocd. "The Duke of Here- 
ford was baniſh'd the Kingdom tor 
ſix years, and ſeveral Perions of Note 
and Quality , either þy voluntary 
withdrawing, or a compulſory Exile, 
went beyond the. Seas. 'Ihe Duke 
within a {ſhort time was advertisd 
that his Father was dead (and there- 
by he became Duke of Lancsfter ) and 
that King Richard had feited into his 
hands all the Eſtate deſcended to hin 
by his Fathers death. And mecting 
often with-the Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury, then in Exile, and mutually la- 


menting the deplorable condition of 


Ergland, the enormous actions of the 
King, 
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King, and the ImpotTibllity of ever 
reclaiming him ; they bevan to enter 
into Conſultation, by what means 
beſt to get him removed ; and in 
the very Nick, Solicitations came 
from ſeveral Parts of England to urge 
the Duke tohaſten over, and to taks 
the Government upon him, promi-. 
fing all ready Aſſiſtance tothat work 
The Duke preſently graſp d the Op- 


portunity, and without further De- 


liberation prepared for his Return, 
and with 2 very few Lords and Gen- 
tlemen, and aboutthreeſcore Perſons 
preſently put to Sea, and landed in 
York-ſhire,which wasno ſooner known 
but ſeveral Lords, and great Numvers 
of the Gentry and Common ſort, flockt 
into him. And tho he was #1wted 
to come and take the Government up- 
on him, yet he pretended no other 
cauſe, but to take Poſletiion of the 
Inheritance , deſcended from his Fa- 
ther, and moſt unjuſtly ſeized and 
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detaind by King Richard. His For- 
ecs-increaſed dayly, and a mighty Ar- 
-my was got together, and all the 
Kings Caſt les forthwith ſurrendred to him, 
many of the Kings Friends were Ar- 
reſted, and ſome put to death. All 
this while King Richard wasin Ireland 
and for ſix weeks (by reaſon of con- 
trary Winds) had no Notice of the 
Dukes Landing : After which time 
waſting many daies in adilatory Pre- 
paration , he landed in Wales; but 
hearing that all the Caſtles from the 
Borders of Scotland, and Briſtol,were 
delivered up to the Duke of Lancaſter, 
that the greateſt Part of the Nob:lity 
and. Commons were joynd with him, 
and his principal Counſellors taken 
and executed ; he fell into abſolute 
Deſpair, diſmiſſed his Army , bidding 
every one to ſhift for himſelf, and 
the next Night ſtole away, and got 
to the Caſtle of Conwey. The Duke 
proceeded on his March, and every 
day 
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day ſome Lords and Gentlemen of ac- 
count came in to him, and having 
profzrred Conditions to the King 
with which he feemd to be content 
he agreed to meet the Duke, but up- 
In his Journy was feil'd by an Am- 
buſh laid for him, and carried to 
Flint- Caſtle, Thither the Duke 
came, and carrid the King with him 
by caſis Journeys, to London, and 
the next Day lodged him 1n the 
Tower. Preſently a Parliament was 
called by the Duke, but in the Name 
of King Richard , aad many heynous 
Crimes laid to his Charge, ingrolt and 
ſum'd up inthree and thirty Articles 
for which the Parliament adjudg'd 
him to be depoſed from all Kingly 
Honour, and Princely Government 
thereupon the King by a formal Ins 
ftrument made a Solemn Reſignation 
of his Crown and Authority, mak-- 
Ing it his Requzſt that the Duke of 
Lancafer might be his Succelior, and 
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in token thereof taking the hgnet from 

his Finger and puring ic upon that of 

the Dukes: Which being reported to 

the Parliament, they approved of it 

and appointed the Sentence. of his 

Depoſition co be publickly proclam- 
ed. 

We have followed this moſt un: 
f-;tunate Prince to the laſt Scene of 
his Lite ; but the manner of his deach 
is fo varionſly reported, that it is 
hard to pitch upon that Author, on 
whoſe credit we may ſafely rely. It 
15 molt certain that he did not long 
Survive his Reſignation, but being 
Carried to Leeds, and from thence 
to Pomfret, ſoon aſter a Period was 
put to his Life, and Miſeryes toge- 
ther, in the three and thircieth_year 
of his Age. | 

If he did not imitate, his Father ; 
yet he reſembled His Mother, and 
was the Goodlieſt Perſon alive, His 
Diſpoſition was” good ; but corrupted 

_— {” nl 
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by Education, his Inclinations prompt® 


ed him to Vertue, but were pervert* 


ed by Flatterrers,and Evil Counſellors. 
Crafty men made Advyantage of his 
Credulity ; and he was ruined by too 
ſtrict a Con#fancy. If he had not 
been deficient to himſelf;his Oppoſer 
had not fo eaſily: prevail'd, his Tims 
dity apzared in not fighting for his 
Crown, his Mederation in the Suiren- 
dred of it, and his Courage in ſurviy - 
ing the Loſs, 
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Am now ingaged in a difficult 
Task, divided between "Truth 
and Reſpe&t, being to deſcribe the 
Lite of a Prince, who (contrary 
to the cuſtom of the World ) was 
better ſpoken of 2vhile he lived, than 
he has been ſince his Death, His 
Fame had ſufterd a great dimi- 
nution by ſucceeding ſo admirable a 
Father ; had it not recover'd by the 
proſpect of ſuch a Brother, who was 
to be his Succeſſor, If in the Lives 
ot former” Kings any miſtake was 
committed, the Records and Anci- 


Cit 
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ent Writers muſt vouch the Relation, 


and the preſent Ags cannot confute ir: 


But to give an Account of a Life fo 
lately ended, requires an exactnel; 
beyond my Reach, wherein the leaſt 
Trip overthrows the Credit of the 
Reporter. To enumerate the Ver- 
tues of a Prince, without taking no- 
tice of his Failings , is but to flatter 
his memory, and deceive Poite- 
rity ; to reckon up his Vices , with- 
out intermingling the mention of 
his laudable Actions, is but ſo \ully 
his Fame, and deduce no Benet to the 
Curioſity of Obſervers. I reſolve to 
tread hghtly on his Grave, and not 
pres too hard upon the Heels of 
Truch, I may purſue my. Topic, in 
recounting the Inſtances which juſt- 
ly denominate him nfortunate, and 
Note the Errors of his Government, 
without refle&tion on his Perſon, 


That he was of extraordinary - 


Parts, that he had a quick mercurial 
Wit, 


"we # 
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Wit, a great inſight into the liberal 
. Sciences, and even the mechanical 
Arts no man will deny : He had a 


piercing, if not a ſolid cir. : 
his intelle& was comprehentlive., if 


not profound. 

His Lenity and Clemency were very 
conſpicuous , and recommended him 
to the Love, and Praiſe of the Spe- 
Qatorsz yet it ſo fell out, that ſuch 
egregious ARs of Severity and Inju- 


ſtice were exerciſed upon all ſorts of 


men, as will puzzle Poſterity to-com- 
prehend the meaning. 
In his time no- Man had the Rea: 


ſon to ſet a Value on himſelf for any 


promotion, nor no man had caule to 
doſpair of a preferment : The Cards 
were daily ſhuMed, and unexp2&ed 
chance turn'd up the-Trump. 

Upon all occaſions he profeſt- a 
great Zeal for the Proteſtant Religi- 
on, yet every day that profeſſion loſt 
ground. Popery. was not allow'd 
yet 


of Charles the Second, 85 


yet it hover'd among us : The Frogs 
did not cover the Land, yet the Je- 
ſuitical Vermin ſwarm'd in every 
Corner : Tho' the Papiſts were nor 
ſhelter d by a legal Indemnity, yet 
they grew numerous and confident 
upon the expeAation of an ap- 
proaching Fubile, 

His Brother and Succeſſour had a 
mighty Aſcendent over his Genius, 
catching at all opportunities to grati- 


fie his Ambition, and propagate the 


Faith ; while the other indulged him- 
ſelf in pleaſure, and avoided the fati- 
gue of Government. 

' There are ſo many living Manu- 
ments of his Izcontinency, that if I 
forbear to mention it, I ſhall render 
the Truth and Imparviality of my. o- 


ther Remarks ſuſpeted. Ir is uſuai 
with Kirgs and Princes to proſecute 


prohibited Amours, but ſo great was 


his generolity, that he thought it a dif- 


paragment tO manage a ſecret [BIT IT He. 
His 
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His Liberality was ſo extraordinary , 
that he ſpared not to give a Thou- 
ſand years purchaſe for a Aoments 
Fruition. 

Heloſt the Lowe of his Friends, by 
too fond a Love of his Brother; and 
by too ſtiff a Refuſal to conſent to 
his Excluſion, he endangei'd the 
Interelt of his Family, and gave a 
ſhock to Monarchy it ſelf. 

The firit an] greatelt misfortune 
that befell Charles the Second was, 
_ the Cruel and Iznomin'ous Dzath 
of his Father , that in:omoarable 
Charks the Firit, Szntenced to die, 
and publickly Executed before his 
own Palace, by a J:ncto of Hagitious 
men, garbled out of a Parliament 
by the Ulurper. From his Fathers 
Martyrdom to his own Reftaurati- 
on, was on? continue] Scene of mi-* 
iery, and forrow. In the year 1648 
Cyarks the Firit was deprived of Life 
by his Evil Subjests, his FrienJs look- 
=. | nz 
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ing on, and not able to prevent it : 
In the year 1660. Charles the Se- 
cond was brought to the Throne by 
his Good Susjetts, his Enemies looking 
on, and not abÞl- to hinder it : The 
one an inhumane Action, and unpa- 
ralleld ; the other wholly ſurpriſing, 
and miraculous : In the one no 
Blood ſheds but that of the King him- 
ſclt; in the other not one Drop of 
Blood drawn, even of the meaneſit 
Subject. 

Charles the ſecond was then be- 
yond the Seas, and ſucceeded imme: 
diately to the Right of three King- 
doms, but did not actually pofſets 
them for many years. And now he- 
hold a King truly unfortunate! His 


Father barbarouſly deltroy'd, and he. 


In, no Capacity to call to account the 
bloody Actors of that Tragedy ; 
three potent Kingdoms uſurped by 
violence, and by force Cetain'd from 
him,and he not able to put in a clain 
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for his Right, or contend for the re- 


metamorphoſing a glorious Monarchy 
into an Anarchical Commonwealth : 
His Friends harafled, impriſon'd, 
plunder'd, ſequeſtred, executed, no 


or capable to contribute advice or 


a deſerted Exile, wandring from one 
Princes Court to another to ſeek for 
ſhelter and ſubſiſtence z while the 
ſubtle machinations .of the Ulurpers 
did not more ſenſibly aggravate, and 
advance his unhappineſs, than the 
improſperous Attempts of his loyal 
Subjeas to: compals his Reſtitution. 
In Scotland the Heroick Acts of the 
molt renown'd Marquis of ortroſs, 
(who with an inconſiderable handtul 
of men traverſed the Kingdom , and 
performed ſuch Exploits, as may 
juſtly denominate his Hiſtory the 44- 
rai 


covery : His Enemies inſulting in 
their ſucceſs, abjuring his Title, and 


man daring to own his Allegiance, 


aid toward his Reſtorationk Himſelf 
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ral of a Romance) only ended in his 
deſtruction, while he became a ſacri+ 


fe to his Enemies implacable malice, 


and a gloriors Martyr for Loyalty, bur 
awith an. irreparable detriment to his 
Maſters cauſe. In Ireland the moſt 
Noble Duke (then Marquis) of Or- 
mond was fo ſucceſsful in- his Under- 
takings,that he had reduced the whole 
Kingdom to the- obedience of the 
King, except Dublin, and London- 
Derry, to the firſt of which having 


laid a cloſe Siege, and beleagured it 


with a Royal Camp , he was difar- 
ray'd by a fatal Sally from the Town, 
his Army totally routed, and him- 
ſelf obhged to a haſty and hazardous 
eſcape ; which Aikaſter was follow 
by the Rendition of Drogheaa, and 
many other conſiderable Lowns, and 
after a faint Reſiſtance the whole 
Kingdom was ſubje&ted to the 'Iri- 
umphant Conqueror, and the Inte- 
re{t of the King wholly extermina- 


ted. 
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ted. Englund was ſo manacled with 


_ #he Chains of an armed Power, that 


they could not budge ; the Royal 
Party, than call'd the Cavaliers, were 
debard the liberty of mezting at 
home, or ſtirring abroad, their per- 
ſons were diſarm'd, their Houſes ran- 
ſackt, and their Eſtates brought into 
the unmerciful Inquiſition at Gold- 
fſmiths Hall ; in ſome corners of the 
Land fmall Parties ſtarted up now 
and then to cxert their Loyalty, and 
maniteſt their Allegiance , and the 
King was received into the Iſland of 
'Ferſey, but by a Fleet ſent thither Þy 
the *{ "=" anhrigun foon compelld 
to forſake it; fo that theſe weak 


| ſtruglings like the laſt efforts of Na- 


eure, tended only to Gdimin'ſh the 
number of the Kings Friends, and to 
heighten his Infelicity. In the year 
1650, the King was invited into Scot- 
land, landed there ately, received 
with all the .demonſtrations of joy 
anc 
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an.l fatisfaction , and ſolemnly pro- 
claimed King. But to diſturb his 


Tranquillity, and intcriupt the calm -- 


fruition of his new acquired Soves 
raignty, Cromwell (that victorious Re- 
bel, who in the ſpace of one year 
had reduced almoſt all the Garrifons 
in Ireland, and Czſar-like made a 
compleat conquelt of that Kingdom 
only by walking through it) is Gil- 
patcht into Scotland, who in 7uly en- 
tred that Country with an Army of 
ſixteen thouſand men cfiective ; the 
Scots were not idle on their ſiue, bur 
form'd an Army conſiſting of fix 
thouſand Horte and Dragoons, and 
fifteen thouſand Foot , a party of 
whom attempting to beat up the 
Enemies Quarters about Muſieburgh, 
ſurpriſed the Out-guards, anu routed 
the firſt Regiment that oppolec them, 
but were ſo warmly rece:-cd by the 
reſt, that the Commander being 
wounded, the whole party was Git« 

ordrd, 
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order'd, and purſu'd to the Army, 
and the whole Camp in danger of a 
furprifal, had not the King himſelf 
unexpectedly appear'd in perſon, and 
ſtemm'd the Torrent. But in Septerm: 
ber following hapned a fatal deciſion 
of the diſpute at Dunbar, where the 
Scots Army reinforced to above twen- 
ty thouſand men, and preſuming on 
a certain Victory (having incloſed 
their Enemies beyond a probability 
of an eſcape) encountred the Engiiſh 
Army, then decreaſed to the num- 
ber of twelve thouſand , and with 
much courage and gallantry charge 
them ; but the hand of God was in 
it, their whole Army was routed, 
four thouſand lain, and nine thou- 
ſand taken Priſoners, with the loſs of 
three hundred on the Invaders fide : 
Afﬀeer which the Kings Intereſt in 
Scotland declined daily , the Enemy 
getting advantage by the Dillention 
between the Court and the Kirk- 


party, 
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party, and Crownvel by ſpringing of 
Mines (but more by corrupting the 
Governour with money) had Edm- 
burgh-Caſtle ſurrendred to him, the 
raking of which was follow d with 
the loſs of many more Garriſons. 
Nevettheleſs the Scots werz neither 
daunted in their Courage, nor defi- 
cient in their Allegiance,but proceed- 
ed to the Coronation of the King; 
and he to the calling of a Parliament, 
and having got together a good Body 
of an Army, it was thought beſt thar 
the King ſhould give Cromwell the 
ſlip, and make a ſudCen deſcent in- 
to England, leaving him to take his 
ſwing and range through Scotland ; 
ro make this Enterpriſe the more 
hopeful, the Earl of Darby and many 
other Loyal perſons began to peep out 
of their Receſles, and to uſe all Ex- 
pedition to joyn ; but a malignant 
Conſtellation j#!! influenced K. Charles 
his Afairs, ine Gf lis Abettors were 
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intercepted, ſome routed, and the 
Earl of Darby, diſcomfited, and 
many Perſons of Quality and re- 
folution taken Priſoners. At laſt 
came on the diſmal Ingagement 
at Worſter , that critical Arbiter of 
the Kings cauſe, from whence we 
may Gate the depreflion ofthe Mon- 
archy,the exaltation of Anarchy, and 
Confuſion of Governments. I take 
no Pleaſure in deſcanting too long 
on ſo unpleaſant a Themejzin a word 
the King was defeted, his whole 
Army given up to death, or captivi= 
ty, except a very few, with whom 
he made his Eſcape, and after ſome 
weeks ſpent in lurking, diſguiſing, 
!hifcing, and un-ealy travellins he 
arrived fate in France. The ting 
was now actually deveſtecl cf!us three 
Kingdoms, his Enemies v:ctorious,in 
Poſleflion of his Right, and ufurpins 
the Regal Authority, under the D:t- 
ouiſe of other Appellations: & howio: 

ever 
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ever thegrand Apoſtates from Loyalty 
dayly crumbled into Factions, and 
Divilions,and the Supream Authority 
trequently changed its Dreſs, and 
put on a new Face; yct all concurd 
in the deteſtation of King: Ship, and 
an abjuring the Family of Stuart. To 
recount the tranſaRions of the Zunto 
at Londen, or the Exploits of their 
Legions, through all the Dominians 
lubje&ted to the Common wealth of 
England, might prove a tollerable En- 
tertainment for the Reader, but I 
have no Inclination to admire their 
Policy, or cry up the Fame of the 
Prote&or : My Buſineſs is to obſerve 
the diſaſtrous Fate of an Exil'd King, 
and (ihere being yet no exact Me- 
moirs tranſmitted to us of his For- 
rein Ad.entures) to Sum up hs Miſ- 
fortune in a nine years Pamihment, 
by notirg how miſerably he was 
abandond”, thurſt and kept out trom 
the Polleflion of England 3 Scotland, 

and 
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and Ireland, and all the. Dominions 
and Territories belonging to them, a 
Penſioner to Strangers, and all De- 
ſigns of his Friends at home, or his 
Allies abroad fruſtrated, and baffled. 
But when the Almighty Governor 
of the World had fo long ſcourged 
the Royal Family, as to his wiſdom 
ſeem'd ſufficient, and all the Practices 
of human Strength and Invention 
were rendred incffe&tual; in a ſudden 
and unexpected manner ; without 
Means, without Contrivance, with- 
out the Succeſs of a Battle, or the 
9peration of any Stratagem z the Re- 
pulican Babel was over turned, the 
King reſtcr2d, and peaceably leated 
in the Throne of his Anceſtors. 
From his Reſtoration he Reign'd 
more than twenty tour years, and [ 
wiſh I could fay happily. Bur not 
being bleſt with a legitimate Lilue, he 
was continually teas'd with theIns 


croacnments of an unpatient Heir : 


having 


pay 
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Having miſapplied his Revenues 
(which were vaſtly increaſed beyond 
all that was given to his predeceſſors 
he was by his Neceflities induced fre- 
quently to call Parliaments,and by his 
evil Councils as often prompted to 
diflolve them : his gentle Diſpoſition 
inclined him to an univerſal Indul- 


gence ; but the malevolent Inſinuati- 


ons of felf-intereſted men miſled him 
to a Connivence at extraordinary 
Severities : The Papiſts hated him for 
avowing ſo much Favor to the Church 
of England; and Diſlenters blamed 
him for a ſuſpe&ted Propenſion to 
the Church of Rome: His conſtitution 
was happy ; but by his irregular cour- 
ſes he rais'd Batteries againlt his own 
Health, and he might have hved 


longer, if he had not lived fo faſt. 


The Indowments of his mind were 
admirable ; but his immerſion in Plea- 
{ares over-ſhadow'd his Reputation : 
The prolonging a Lite had given 

al 
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an Adjournment to the Miſcheifs that 
guickly aſſaulted both Church, and 
State ; but one Sort of Men thought 
he lived too long : whether any hand, 
but his @wn, contributed to the ac- 
celarating of his Death,I have no war- 
rant to make any Aſleveration ; Let 
the future Writers of Hiſtory adjuſt 
that matter to the clear information 
of Poſterity. All I have to ſay, is 

the News of his Death was publiſh- 
ed, before there was any Report of 
his Sickneſs : He died of an Apoplexy 
the Sixth of February 1684, and the 
whole Body (whorcof he was the 
Head) was preſently {ciſed wich-con: 
yulſive Actions. | 
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OF 
FAME S the Second. 


HE Reign of James the Se- 
cond was ſo lately begun , and 
(by the mercy of God) ſo ſoon deter- 
min'd , that every mans Remem- 
brance of it may juſtly ſuperſedethe 
Trouble of a” Repetition. - There 
needs no Art, nor Arguments to cons 
vince the World, that he was more 
unfortunate than all his Predeceſfors; 
and every impartial Obſerver willal- 
low, that he was the principal Engi- 
neer, that ſapped the Foundations of 
his own Happineſs. 

It he had _— at theThrone by 
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an indire& Road : If he had gain'd 
it by Conqueſt, and ow'd his Title 
to the Umpirage of the Sword : If 
he had come in by Intruſion, Invaſi- 
on, or Ulſurpation ; by Craft, or Vi- 
olencez by Force of Arms , or the 
prevalency of Penſions: If he had 
juſtled out the trucHeir,or ſupplanted 
the lawful Pretender, or out-ſtript 
his Competitor by the aid of the 
people, or over-topt his Oppoſers by 
the Afiſtance of Foreigners : It had 
been no wonder , that the Crown 
had totter'd on his Head ,. that his 
Seat had been uneaſfie, and his Go- 
vernment Short lived, But. when 
'Hiis Title was not diſputed 3 when he 
was ſaluted King by an Univerſal 
Acclamation; welcom'd by the Ad- 
.drefles and congratulations of all his 
Subjects ; his Revenues ſettled and 
augmented; his Enemies ſubdued , 
and his Throne eftabliſh'd by a Loy- 
al Parliament, and a ſubmillive peo- 


ple 
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ple ; his Ruin mult neceſſarily be im- 
puted to himſelt; and all his misfor- 
tunes undeniably accounted the Re- 
fult of his own miſcarriage. Sothat 
while the Hiſtories of all Ages and 
Nations do abound with Examples 
of the Strange, Gruel, Falſe , and 
unnatural Methods uſed by ambiti- 
ous men to gain principalities, King 
Tames muſt remain ſingle upon Re- 
cord; as the only Perſon that will- 
fully and- induſtriouſly dethron'd 
himſelE We read of aſpiring men , 
who have diſlembled, changed, and 
comply'd with the fafhionable' Reli- 


gion of the Country, to inſare their 


poſſeſſion : But ir 1s without preſfi- 
dent, that a Prince quietly ſettled in 

his Throne ; courted by his Neigh- 
bours,*Obey'd by. his Subjects with- 


out reſerve, 'or diſtruſt ; not grudg- 
ed, nor affronte&in the private Ex- 


erciſes of his own perſwaſion ; 
ſhould be ſo intoxicated - by the 
R. 3 |: Fumzs 
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Fumes of Zeal,to attempt the ſubver- 
ſon of the general Religion current 
thro Three Kingdoms, eitabliſh*d by 
Parliament, and incorporated fo irito 
the Laws, that the Religion of the 
Nation is the Law of the Nation;and 
to obtrude upon his Subjets a way 
of Worſhip as difſorant from their 
Humour, as repugnant to their Con- 
ſcience 5; a way exploded by the 
former Age, and deteſfed by this ; 
and fo forfeit his Right to the Impe- 
rial Crown of Three opulent Kingp- 
doms upon a fallacious aſſurance of 
a Repnſal in Heaven ; is ſuch a 
ſtupentious AR of ſupererogation, 
as may ſerve to ſupply half the Ro- 
man Catholick Church with a ſuper- 
fluity of Merit. 

On the Sixth wn of February 1684. 
Charles the Second put off mortali- 
ty, and by his Death revived the 
Languiſhing Hopes of the Popiſh 
Expectants, He departed about 
Noon 


"_ 
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Noon, and in that very Aﬀternoorr 


'Fames the Second was proclaim'd in J 
London and Weſtminſter, by Order of | 
the Council : To convince the 


World, that howſozver the Parlia- 
ment labour'd to Exclnde tim from 
Succeſſion by political Ordinances, 
and by a Courſe of law; yet, thar 
Deſign not being accompliſh'd, they 
would not ſo mach as heſitate , or 
demur upon the right of his Inherti- 
tance. He on the other ſide ſaluted 
them graciouſly, promiſed to imi- 
tare his Brother in his Tenderneſs to 
the people, Celebrated the Loyal 
principles of the Church of England, 
and paſt his Royal Word to rake 
care to defend, and ſupport it, "The 
Collection. of the Cuitoms, and the 
Duries of Tunmge and Poundage 
(which were annexed to the Crown 
during the Kings Lite) were con- 
tinued de bene eſſe, till the Meeting 
of. a. Parliament ; All Men were 
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Quiet, and Contented, and he was 
Congratulared with Addreſſes from 
all parts of England, teltitying a 
ready Obedience to his Commands, 
and devoting their Lives and For- 
runes to the defence of his perſon , 
and the maintenance of his prero- 
gative : His Acceſſion to the Crown 
was Solemniſed with great Accla- 
mations of Joy thro' the Kingdoms 
of Erplant, Scotland , and Ireland : 
Ambaſladours from Foreign Princes, 
and States arrived daily, preſenting 
their Complements of Condolence 
for the deceaſed King 3 and their 
ſatisfaction in his Aſſumption of the 
Regal power : On the Twenty 
third of April, the King and Queen 


were both Crown'd, and at his Co- 


Tonation he took the accuſtoim'd 
Oaths to maintain the Laws, and 
the eſftabliſhd Religion : No Kirg 
ever Aſcended the Throne with lets 
Oppoſition, Diſputes, or prelumi- 
nary 
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nary Cautions ; none was ever at- 
tended with more apparent circum - 
{ſtances of Felicity ; or had a fairer 


proſpe& of becoming Glorious at 
home, and formidable abroad. The 
Parliament of Scoxand having pre-. 


vented him in his wiſhes, and out 
done all their Predeceſſours in a re- 
dundancy of Zeal and Loyalty : A 
Parliament met alſo at Yeſtminſter , 
to whom the King reiterated his 
afſurance of ſupporting the Church 
of England ; preſerving the Govern: 
ment in Church and State, as by 
Law effabliſhd, and a refolution 


never to invade any Mans proper- 


De >. 

In this very Jun&ure, when the 
King had ſo endear'd himſelf to 
the Parliament by ſuch Gracious Ex- 
preflions, and they reciprocally 
Courted him with all dutiful reſpe&, 
the unfortunate Earl of Argyle 
(whoſe perſecution was unparelleld, 

Attainted 
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 Attainted for Treaſon; betore the 
Law that made it ſo was promulga- 
td ; and condemrn'd only for ſcrup- 
ling to take the Teft , which in a 
ſhare time after , it was a Capital 
Offence to-ſubſcribe) Landed in the 
Highlands of Scotland, and ſet forth 
a- Declaration to juſtifie his underca- 
king, and to renounce all Allegiance 
to the preſent King. z who. immedi 


he had received to the Parliament, 
and both Houſes without delay ex- 
preſs'd their Reſentment in Raputres 
of Love and Zeal, with proteſtati- 
.onsto ſtand by him_ with their Lives 
and Fortunes againſt all Oppoſers , 
and particularly the EarFof. A4rpyle ; 
and to erfirare, that it was no 
Complement, they preſented him 
with a Bill, for ſettling-the Revenues 
on him for Life, ahd- reſolved on an 
extraordinary ſupply for theſe inci- 


dent Occaſions. While theſe mart: 


ers 


ately cammunicated the Intelligence 
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ers were tranſacting. News came to 


the King that the Duke of More 
mouth was Landed in the Weſt of 
England (an unſeaſonable L:anding 
for that unhappy Gentleman ! when 
the Parliament was Charn'vd with 


the good Words, and amuſed by the 


great and gracious promiſes of ths 
King.) with a {mall party, but eve- 
ry day increaſing 3 who preſently 
were proclaimd Traytors, and the 
King imparting the News to both 
Houſes, they. forthwith in a tran{- 
port of Loyalty reaſſure him that 
they will ſtand by him with their 


Lives and Fortunes againſt the Duke- 


of Monmouth, and all other his Ene- 
mies,and with an unuſual Expedition 
they. paſt two Acts to augment his 
Revenue, by a New Impoſition on 
Wine, Vineger, Tobacco, and .Su- 
gar ; and to ſecure his perſon,an Ac 
of Attainder of the Duke of Afon- 
mouth. It was morally impoſhble 

for 
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fr ſuch inconſiderable parties to. &: 
Tec their purpoſes : the Parliaments 
In both Kingdoms were unanimous, 
almoſt all people relyed on-the King's 
word, not doubting but he would 
continue a Defender of the Faith , 
tho he was not a Profeſſor. And ſo 
the event proved, for within a few 
days or weeks at moſt, the whole 
Enterpriſe came to nothing,the forces 
in each Kingdom were routed and 
diſperſed, the Duke and Earl both ta- 
ken prifoners, and both executed on 
the Scaffold. 

Violent Hurricanes tear Trees-out of the 
Ground ; but the ſhaking of ſmall winds 
wake the Tree take deeper Root ; the 
quenching of an inteſtine Rebellion alway 
ſets the Prince ſome ſteps higher, and de- 
preſſeth the ſubjefF as much. The Par- 
liament had now ſat long enough 
to do the Kings Buſineſs, and the 
- King had Buſineſs to do not fit to be 
intruſted to the Parliament ; where- 


upon 
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upon 1t was adjourn'd to the fourth 
of Auguſt , and from thence to the 
ninth of November. At which time 
being reaſſembled , the King made 
the firſt diſcovery of his claim to a 


diſpenſing Power, telling them plainly, 
that he will not want the Services of 


ſuch men whom he accounted faithe 
ful, but would imploy them in the 
Army, tho they were not qualified 
according to the late Teſts : The 
Parliament modeſtly and civilly ex 
poſtulated this unexpected refolution 
in an humble Addreſs, and propoſed 
an Expedient ro moderate the Ex- 
rremity of the Law, purely to grati- 
fie the Deſirs of their Prince ; but 
this did not found well in the Ears 


of the Court, ſome other meaſures 


muſt be taken,and {o the Parliament 
was Prorogued to the tenth of Febru- 
ary,and here we way bid them aueu, 
having atrer ſeveral Prorogations been 
diſlolycd, as a company of mr 

ub- 
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ſtubborn Proteſtants, who would not 
tamely comply with the King's Arbi- 
trary pleaſure. Several Noblemen, 
and-other perſons were now indicted 
and try'd tor their Lives, ſome eſca- 
pay by the merit of their ingenuous 

fence , ſome were refſpited from 
Execution, and ſome ſutter'd Death. 
'The Earl of Clarendon was ſent Lord 
Lieutenant into Ire/and, that the Pro- 
teſtants might be cajol'd into a laviſh 
credulity, till matters were ripe tor 
their Deſtruction. An Army of 
ewenty thouſand men was rais'd, and 
encamped at Hounflow- Heath, becauſe 
the Militia was not found to be uſe- 
ful ; and the late Invaſions of Ador- 
mouth -and Argyle were a {ſufficient 
warning to the King not to be ta- 
ken again unyrovided. Burt the ere- 
Qing of a Popiſh Chappel in the 
midſt of the Camp , and the open 
and daily celebration of tha Maſs 
there, (together with the ſetting. vp 
Con- 
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Convents of Friers, and Schools,and 
Seminarics of Jeſuits in ſeveral places 


in London,the unclean Beaſts crofling 


the Streets, and entring their Arkby 
couples) began to-ſtartle the p2ople ; 
and the Diſpatch of the Earl of Ca- 


ftlemain to. Rome as an Embaſſador 


to the Pope, and the entercaining a 
Nuncio' from him, gave a mighty 
Umbrage of offence to all conſide- 
ring-men. That ſtrit Injunction: by 
Law for every man that exerciſed 
any Office , to: take the Oaths and 
Teſt, was a great Barricado againſt 
the Preterment of Catholick Candi- 
dates ; the Judges mult be conſulted 


(or rather direted) how to apply 
ſome Remedy, and they to their 


eternal ſhame, made falſe Gloſles on 
the Text, betray'd the Law, the im- 
pregnable Fortreſs of Engliſh Proper- 
ty , and *krewd up the Rules of a 
circumſcribed Munarchy to an Abto- 
lute and Deſpotick Government, to 


Li2 Com- 
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command without controul ; and fo 
he obeyd without reſerve. But the 
putting a muzzle upon the old Laws 
to keep them from biting , was not 
enough.to Carry on the work, - with» 
out introducing ſome Innovations; 
wherefore a Commilſlion was given 
to certain perſons to order all Eccle- 
ſiaftical Afairs,with an Authority and 
extent almoſt unlimited, and a Non-0b- 


ftante to all Rights and Privitedges. 


The firſt Eilay made by this exorbi- 
tant Court, was on the Biſhop of 
London (a perſon noble by Birth,and 


_ high in Office, reverenced, and be- 


loved by all men for his Candor, Mo- 
deration, and many eminent Ver- 
tues) whom for a frivolous matter, 
without colour of Law or Reaſon, 
they ſuſpended from his Epiſcopal 
Function. 

It was now high time to recall the 
Earl of Clarendon from tha Govern= 
ment of Tre/and,that the Sword might 


be 
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be put into the Hands of the Earl of 
Tyrconnel'To enumerate the miſchiets 
that have accrewd to the Proteſtants 
by his Adminiſtration, would require 
a Treatiſe by it ſelf; let it ſuffice to 
ſay, that in that miſerable Kingdom 
Popery was predominant, and bare 
faced Maſs-houſes ſet up in every 
Town and Village , the Corporati- 
ons changed, their Charters condlem- 
ned , all Offices Civil and Military 
conferr*d on Papilts , the Ac of Set- 
tlement (which the King had fo le- 
riouſly promiſed to keep inviolated) 
infringed, and eluded, *and Gentle- 
men diſpoſſeſſed of their Eſtates by 
erroneous Judgments, the Proteſtants 
diſarm'd and diſmounted, ſuch as 
were able to remove forced to fly ; 
and ſuch as ſtay'd behind ſubje&ted 
to all the Infolencies and Barbarities 

ef Slaves veſted with Authority. 
To Scotland {triet and ſevere Or- 
ders were ſent to reſtrain all _ 
ON= 
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Conventicles, and in England the Dif- 
ſenters were indicted, fined, and im- 
priſon'd. And yet within a ſhort 
time after, a general Indulgence was 
publiſh'd to all Perfwaſions, with a 
cownterſeit ſaving to the Rights of 
the Church of England; the King. 
being made to believe, that ſince he 
was ſecure from any Oppoſition from 
the Church of England (they lying 
quietly intrenched under the Blinds 
of Non-reſiftance , and Paſſive Obes 
dience) if he could but caſt a miſt 
before the eyes of.the Diſſenters, and 
mufte'their hands, and charm them 
into a ſupine fecurity ;. the: deſired 
Reformation might proceed: gradu- 
ally without Interruption, and after 
a while the Doors might be oner'd, 
and Popery let in with a ful] Breaſt, 
But they were groſly miſtaken in 
their Politicks : The illegal proceed- 
ings againſt the Biſhop of London, 
ſeconded by the Arbitrary and molt 


unjuſt 
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unjuſt perſecution of the Vice-Chan- 
Cellor of Cambridge, and the cjeRion 
of the Preſident and Fellows of Mag- 
dalen Colledg in Oxford, and the in- 
truſion of profeſt Papiits in their 
rooms, open'd the eyes of all forts, ; 
and quickly taught the Diffenters ""j 
what they were to cxpe&t (whole 
Toleration was Temporary and pre- 
carious) when ſuch open Invaſions 
were made on that Church that was 
firmly eſtabliſhd ky Law. 

But unleſs the Jeſuirs and Popiſh 
Counſelors had been ſelf murderers, 
and conſpired to overthrow their f 
own Deſigns, by their imprudent and 
precipitate actings , they had never 
abuſed the poor King by fuch perni- 
cious advice , to attack the Church 
of Enzland in the perſons of the Br- 
ſhops, who were the Reverend Fa- 
thers of it ; to lay ſuch a ſnare before 
wiſe and religious men , as mult en- 
danger their ſafety, or prejudice _ 

one 
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Conſcience ; and becauſe they pre- 
ſented an humble Apology by way 
of Petition (a priviledg allow'd to all 
men by the Laws of God and Nature) 
imploring to be excuſed from being 
made Inſtruments to countenance 
and publiſh rhe monſtrous Aſſertion 
of an abſolute and diſpenſing Power ; 
they were committed to the Tower, 
Indicted of Miſclemeanor; compelPd 
to plead, try'd by a Jury , and fairly 
acquitted upon their Trial , to the 
ſhame and confuſion of their Proſe- 
Ccutors ; and to the unexpreſiible joy 
and ſatisfaction of the whole Na- 
TION. : 

The King hoping to eſtabliſh that 
by a Law which he could not bring 
to paſs by his will and power, pro- 
pos'd the calling of a Parliament ; 
whom that he might form to the 
Standard ſet out by the Popiſh Cabal, 
he condeſcended to ſuch mean ſhifts, 
and ſuch indirect practices, by fore- 
{talling 
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{ſtalling Mens Judgments, and pre- 
ingaging them againſt the Liberty, 
and indifferency of their Votes, and 
turning Men out of their Imploy- 
ments, who would not abjure the 
natural Freedom of their Rea- 
ſon, that in mere Decency and Re- 

ſpe, I forbear to inlarge uponit- 
Neither will I any more than 
make mention of the Intrigue about 
the Birth of the Prince of Wales : 
Great pains have been taken to offer 
convincing proofs to the, World of 
the Legitimacy of that Child ; 
whereas there is nothing ſo hard to 
be proved, as a Buſineſs of that Na- 
ture : And the ſuſpition of an Im- 
poſture has made ſuch an Impreſſion 
on common belief, that an A& of 
Parliament in Favour of the Birth 
would hardly reconcile the people 

tO a Submiſſion, 
The bloody Executions in the Weſt 
of England, upon the unhappy Abet- 
cOrs 
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tors of the Duke of Monmouth, ex- 
aſperated Multitudes of People into 
Diſcontent, and Mutiny : but when 
it was reported, that the King had 
given the Lives of ſo many wretched 
men by whole falc to his Servitors 
co be retaild by them for Lucre and 
Profit ; the whole Nation was aftect- 
ed wich that unexampled Barbarity, 
and became ſeaſoued with a ſecret A- 
verſion to his Government. 

The furious Drivers of the Jeſui- 
tical Plots began too late to be fen- 
ſible of cheir miſtaken Policy : they 


| had ſtretachedthe Prerogative ſo high 


that 1s began to crack ; they had by 
their damnable Counſel hurried the 
unfortunate King to the Brink of Ruin: 
The ' Skie began to thicken with 
Clouds, and Thunder was heard a 
far off. Wherefore they began 
with all haſt to tack about to unravel 
that work which with ſo many hands 
and ſuch indefatigable induſtry they 

had 
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had been knitting. Suddenly and 
unexpectedly a Pioclamation iſſued 
to ſummon a Parliament with Exchu- 
ſion of the Roman Catholicks; ſoon af- 
ter the Charter of London, and all o- 
ther Corporations was reltored: The 
Suſpenſion of the Biſhop of London 
taken off : The Vice-Chancellor and 
others of Cambridg,and the Preſident 
and Fellows of Magdaten-Colledge in 
Oxford reinſtated in their Places ; The 
monFftrous Commiſſion for Ecclefjaſti- 
cal Afﬀeairs dillolved ; a Proclamation 
ſet out carrying the Face of a general 
pardon;but Squinting at and Indemni- 
ty to Papiſts. All men were filld with 
wonder at fuch a hudled and furpri- 
ſing Alteration ; that the great Mini- 
{ters of State ſhould ſo poorly truckle 
| tothe Sarzfattion ofthe People; that * 
' the King ſhould ſend for the Biſhops 

* and court them, from whom a |ttle 
betore he would not endure the Ad- 
dreſs of atz humble Pecition. Butthe 


Riddle 


I20 The Life and Reign 


Riddle was ſoon unfolded, and the 
wonder was turned into an Exulta- 
tion of Joy at the miraculous Revo- 


lution of Afﬀeairs. 


The Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
and the Prime Gentry of England, 
fadly reſenting the Invaſion on their 
Religion, Liberties, and Properties 
obſerving the arbicary and deſpotical 
proceedings in Scotland, beholding 
treland wholly given up to Popery , 
and Slavery, and their own Ancient 
Laws andeſtabliſh*d Religion fubver- 
ted by him,who had ſo often .nd ſo fo- 
lemnly promiſed the maintenance and 
Prote&ion of them 3 they began to 
conſult of ſome proper and eftectual 
means to divert the impending mif- 
chiefs, and to aflure the reſtitution of 
their raviſh'd Freedom. To this end 
they made application to the moſt 
illuſtrious Prince of Orange,the Cham- 
pion and Protector of the Proteſtant 
Religion, imploring his Aid to reſcue 
them 


ring and at the laſt Gap. He with a 
Bravery 'and Generoſity, not to be 
matched in any Hiſtory deſcended 
co their Relict, and (poſtponing all 
| | his own Intereſts and Advantages ) 
-} with the hazard of his perſon, and 
the conſumption of a vaſt Treaſure, 
landed in England, not with a migh- 
ty Army, leaſt it ſhould look like 
an Invaſion ; neither with too ſmall 
a Party leaſt he ſhould ſeem pujhe 
on by 5s Neceſlity, or ingaged in a 
deſperate undertaking. The King 
had a great Army on Foot, which 
was quickly increaſed by a confide- 
rable Addition. And with appearance 
of great Reſolution, and confi- 


dence of Succeſs, he marcht flom 


London : But he foon found bya fatal 
Experience, that the H:irzds of his 
$ Subjects were directed by their hearts, 
in which having tortcited his pot 
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ſeflion, he was to expect no Service 
or Afliſtance from them. On the 
contrary the Lords and Gentlemen, 
from all parts of the Kingdom flock'd 
in with their Arms and Horſes to 
joyntheir Deliverer,and many Trops 
and Regiments of the Kings Army 
deſerted him, not enduring to be 
mingled among Papiſts, or be oblig- 
ed to fight againſt Proteſtants. The 
King in this Perplexity was wholly 
irrelolute what courſe to take ; at laſt 
he poſted to Londov, where miſling 
his Popiſh Favorites (whom Fear of 
Puniſhment, and the Terror of an 
evilConſcience had utterly diſſipated) 
he did not think it fit to truſt his beſt 
and trueſt Subjects, but ſecretly with- 
drew himſelf in a Diſguiſe, and be- 
ing by a ſtrange Accident diſcoverd, | 
he was reconducted to Lenaon; from 
whence, at his own dehfire , he was 
attended to Rocheſter : but not being 


2ble to live without the Minilſtration 
'S3 
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ot Prieſts, and Fejrirs, he flipt away 
to the Sea ſide, and faild tor France, 
voluatarily, and without conſtraint 
abdicating the Govirnment , leaving 
te Throne wacaut, and the Body 
ot his Peovle, without a head, 

Here ended the Reign of Fames 
the Second, ton violent to laſt long. 
A Prince who (when he was a Sub: 
ject ) had the Reputation of being a 
valiant Leader, aarm Pria nd, and an 
1mmovable Obſerver of lis word and 
Promiſe : But the Aifumpti6n of 
a Crown, the Flatterics of a bicoted 
Queen, the deſperate Counic!s of 
a Popilh ard Ath-iftical Cabal, with 
a blind Perfwaſton of mcricins Heaven, 
by the Adventure cf all te had upon 
Earth, hath expoſed Fn to Centure, 
and repreſented aim under a contrary 


Character. 


Perhaps he is ablolved from the 


- guilt of his pzrfonal vices by his Con- 
t:llor, ard he Jhallbe acquitted of 


M 2 the 
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the Remembrance of them by me, TI 
have Jo great a Reverence for thoſe 
of his nzareſt Blood, that I {hall not 
by the Plots of my Pon imprint a 
Stain on his Memory, or difluie the 
Tincture on tis Politerity. 


The Concluſwn. 


Thus you have a breif Epitome of 
the unfortunate Reigns of Six of the 
Engliſh Monarchs. Or Which the 
Firſt Broke his Neck ; The next Broke 
bs Heart ; And every one of them 
Broke his Vows to God, and his Pro- 
miſes to his Subjects. The Firſt of 
them came to an «»timely End; The 
ſecond died with Trouble of Mind ; 
The two next were depoled from 
Government,and vzo/ently put to Death, 
The next died ſuddenly, to fay no more | 
of it ; and the laſt detbroved bimfelt, 
lives naterably, and in all human pro- 
bability will not die happhy.- One 

Of 


: 
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of them was ſ{#ruck to the heart By ar 
Arrow ; another by Greif ztwo perish d 
by the Hands of cruel men; ihe 
next died of at! Apoplcxy ; 1 guzis 
the Fate of the lait, but 1 will not 
take upon Mme to Propiiclic, 

I with, all thoſe who dciire to be 
calld Proteſtants, would underſtand 
their own happineſs (and joy tully and 


thankfully acknowledg 1t) toliveln- 


der a Proteſtant King, anda Protee 
ftant Queen (a Blefling rare 1n theſe 
Kingdoms, and not known for many 
years paſt) God grant them a long 
and proſperous Reign,atiended with 


all the Inſtances of Glory and Felici- 


ty; that under their auſpicious Influe 
ence true Religion may flouriſh, and 
deteſtable Popery may tor ever be 
banith'd out of their Dominions, 
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He Caſe of Allegiance in our preſent cir- 
E & cumſtances conſidered, in a Letter from 
a Miniſter 1a the City, to a Miniſter 1n the 
Country, PE 

A Breviatc of the S:are of Scotland In ts Go- 
vernment, Supream Courts, Ottcers of S:ate, 
Infer:iour O-Fcers, OFccs and Inferiour Courts 
Diſtrias, JuriſiiRons, Burrougiis Royal, and 
Free Corporations. FJ! 

Some Contderations touching Succeſſion 
and Allegiance, 

A Diſcourſe conceraing the Worſhip of 
Images 3 preach:d before the Univerſity of 
Oxford : By Geirge Tully Sub-Dean of 751k, for 
which he was Suſpended, 

Rc flextons upon the late Great Revolution ! 
Written by a Lay-Hand 1: the Country, for 
the ſatisfation of fome Neighbours, 

The Hiſtory of the Difſertion; or an Ac- 
count of all the publick Aﬀairs in England, 
from the beginning of September 1682, to 
the Twelfth of February following. Withan 
Anſwer to a Piece call'd, The Difſertion diſ- 
cuſſed, ina Letter to a Country Gentleman: 
By a Perſon of Quality. 

RK. William and K. Lewrs, wherein 1s ſer 
forth the inevitahle neceflity rheſe Nations lie 


under of ſubmitting wholly to cone or I 
© 


Books lately Printed for Ric. Chiſwe , 


of thele Kings 3; And that the ratrer in Con- 
rroverſie 1s not now between K. William and 
K. James, but between K. William and K. 
Lewt3 of France,tor the Government of theſe 
Nations, 

An Examination of the Scruples of thoſe 
who refuſe to take the Oath of Allegiance,by 
a Divine of the Church of Enzland. 

A Dialogue berwixt two Friends, a Facobite 
and a Will:amite ; occafion'd by the late Re- 
volution of Afﬀairs, and the Oath of Allegt- 
ance, 

An Account of the Reaſnns which induced 
Charles the Second, Ring of England, to de- 
clare War againſt the States-Gene-al of the 
Linired Provinces in 1572, And of the Pri» 
vate League which he entred into at the ſame 
Time with the French King to carry it on, 
and to eſtabliſh Popery in England, Scotland, 
and Treland, as they arc (ct down in the H;- 
ſtory of the Dutch War ; printed in Fren-h at 
4 Paris, with the priviledge of the French King, 
163222 Which Book he cauſed to be imme- 
A diacely ſuppre(s'd at the Inſtance of the Eng- 
1: Ambaſſador. Fol. 

28 An Account of rhe Private League berwixt 

the late King Fares the Second,and the Frenc/) 

King. Fol. 

The Caſe of the Oaths Stated, gtr2. 

The Anſwer of a Proteſtant Gentleman 1n 
Ireland 


J 


Books lately Printed for Ric. Chiſwell 
Treland to a late Popiſh Letter of N. N upon 
a Diſcourſe between them, concerning the 
preſent poſture of that Country,and the part 
fir for thoſe concern'd there to AR in it, 4to 

An Apolo-y for the Proteſtants of Jreland, 
ina brief Narative of the late Revolutions 11 
that Kingdom 3 and an Account of the pre- 
ſent Srate thereof ; By a Gentlemen of Quality 

A Letter from a French Lawyer to an Eng- 
#1;ſh Gentleman,upon the preſent Revolution. to 
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Scriptorum Ecclefiaſticorum Hiſtoria Literaria & 
Chrifto nato uſque ad Seculum XIV, Facilt 
ethodo digefta. Qua de Vita illorum ac Rebus 
ceftis, de Seffa, Dogmatibus, Elogio, Style ; 
de Scriptts genutms, dubits,ſuppoſititits,zneditis, 
dejeraditts, Fragmentis, deque wvariis Operum 
Edittonibus perſpicue agitur. Accedunt Scripto - 
res Gentiles,Chriftiane Religionis Oppugnatores 
Wy cujuſois Secult Breviarium. Ir cuntur ſuts 
locts Veterum aliquot Opuſcula & ragmenta, 
tum Graca, tum Latina hatenus iedita. Pre 
miſſa denique Prolegomena, quibus 'ma 
ad Anttquitatts Ecclefta$tice ſtludium ſp: » ia 
traduntur. Opus Indictbus neceflariis _y- 
gum. Autore GUILIELMO CAVE, SS.Theol, 
Profeſ. Canonico Windeſorrenſi. Accedit ab Alia 
Manu Appendix ab ineunte Sgculo XIV, ad 
Annum uſque MDX VII. Fol, 4689. 
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